




















A 20TH CENTURY MIRACLE IN. ISRAEL 


By George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary, Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 


Something miraculous is happening in the land of 
Israel today that has never happened before in all the 
long history of the Holy Land. It is the unprecedented 
openness and eagerness of the Jews in Israel—soldiers, 
policemen, truck drivers, factory workers, housewives, 
students and others, young and old—to receive the New 
Testament, the story of the life, death, resurrection and 
promised return of Jesus, the Messiah! This is God’s 
answer to the prayers of many of His children. 


Our Campaign has three teams of co-operating workers 
in Israel beside other individual missionaries there—rep- 
resenting various societies—who are giving out our Proph- 
ecy New Testaments in Hebrew, Yiddish, French, Ru- 
manian and other languages to Jews in colonies, factories, 
and schools throughout Israel. They are asking for more 
and more copies in vagigus languages. The Jews in Israel 
are hungry for God’st voltd! 


f 

And not only are Jews eagerly receiving the Testaments 
but Jewish souls are being born again through the Word. 
Recently we received a letter telling of a Rumanian 
Jewish couple in Israel who received a Testament in their 
own language from a missionary whom they met once. 
They read the Book through and through for four years 
with no one to guide them but the blessed Holy Spirit. 
At last without having met another believer in their lives, 
they decided to follow Christ. Later they came into con- 
tact with a second missionary who wrote us their story. 


A French Jewess in Upper Galilee received a Testament 
in her own language. She wrote to the missionary saying 
that she now definitely believes in Jesus as her own 
Messiah and Saviour. We are getting so many requests 
for French Testaments for Jews in Israel who have come 
from French Morocco, that we are ordering a new edi- 
tion of 10,000 French Prophecy Testaments this spring. 


One of the workers in Israel writes: “During the past 
few months several fine Jewish young men have come to 
the Lord through the reading of the New Testament. 
Two of these have been baptized.” 


We have four colporteurs in South America who visit 
Jews in their homes and shops and offer them our Proph- 
ecy Testaments in Spanish, Yiddish and Portugese, and 
show them the way of salvation. One worker writes: “I 
gave a Jewish business man a Yiddish New Testament. 
He told me he would not give it up for $1000.00!” 
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The Lord is saving many souls among the Jews, espe- 
cially in Argentina. One colporteur in Argentina visited 
a Jewish young man, the nephew of a Grand Rabbi. The 
young man’s mother is a pious Jewess. But the Jewish 
father turned away to atheism and communism, and the 
young man followed his father into awful unbelief. But 
the son accepted a Prophecy New Testament in Spanish 
and began to search its pages. The colporteur visited him 
again and again over six months of patient witnessing. 


At last the light of God’s Word scattered all the dark- 
ness in the young man’s soul. He was truly born again. 
He confessed Christ to his parents. They threw him out 
of their home. He went to another city and joined its 
only evangelical church. Then he received God’s call to 
preach the Gospel to the Jew and Gentile. He is now in 
an evangelical seminary in Argentina preparing for the 
Gospel ministry. Oh the power of God’s Word to win 
Jews to Christ! Will you help to provide it for them? 


And here in our own land, Jews are being saved through 
our Prophecy Testaments. We have ordered a new edi- 
tion of 50,000 English Prophecy Testaments for Jews. 


Our Campaign is also continuing to provide thousands 
of New Testaments for needy Gentiles in Spain and in 
Italy. Precious souls are being saved through the Word. 


The Lord has given an open door to place His Word 
in the hands of Jews in Israel, South America and other 
lands in these days before the return of Christ. Now is 
the accepted time! Surely you want to have a real share 
in this vital work of winning Jews and Gentiles to Christ 
with the Word of God. Your prompt and gracious gifts 
and earnest intercession will be deeply appreciated. 





George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary SST 
Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
Room 1302, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Enclosed is my gift of $........... for providing New 
Testaments for Jews in Israel and other lands and for 
Gentiles in Spain and Italy. Please send me a copy of 
the News Bulletin and prayer card. 


Make checks to Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
Gifts to this work are deductible on Income tax. 
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Painting a Sinking Ship 


What a picture! The ship is settling deeper and deeper 
into the water. The hole in her hull is beyond repair. The 
ship is slowly sinking. A few more hours and it will all 
be over. But what of the passengers and the crew? The 
passengers are playing their games, reading their books, 
and enjoying life. All will be well. What of the crew? 
Are they manning the lifeboats? Are they preparing the 
passengers to abandon ship, to escape for their lives? No, 
they are washing off the decks, chipping off the rust, 
painting the hull and woodwork. Painting a sinking ship! 

This world is sinking, decaying, dying. God is through 
with this world. His promise is a new Heaven and a new 
earth “wherein dwelleth righteousness.” His program for 
this world is judgment and destruction. But first He must 
gather out His people, His Church, from “all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues.” This is the Bride of 
Christ, the company of the redeemed. He is saving them 
from out of this doomed and dying world, this sinking 
ship. The lifeboat of salvation is at hand to rescue all who 
will abandon the ship of this world and commit themselves 
unreservedly to the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ at His coming 
will first manifest His power and righteousness in His 
millennial reign, during which man’s inability to govern 
and save himself under ideal conditions will be manifest. 
After this reign the end of this world in judgment and 
death will take place. 

The majority of men and women reject this Gospel of 
salvation. They refuse to believe that the ship of this 
world is sinking. They admit she has sprung a leak, that 
there is something tragically wrong, but they believe that 
they can save this world from destruction, that man himself 
can bring in the golden age of peace and righteousness. All 


is not lost, they claim. The future may be dark with fore- 
boding. Many may lose their lives in the struggle, but there 
is hope. There is more than hope. There is every assurance 
that ultimately man will save himself and his world. 

Men have plans of salvation too numerous to mention— 
political, educational, cultural, ecclesiastical. But all of them 
can be reduced essentially to one formula. Man can save 
himself and his world. 

Man is convinced that he is not beyond improvement. 
Rather that by’ evolution or education or environmental 
control he will learn to live at peace with himself and 
his neighbors. Wars will come to an end. Man is too in- 
telligent, too inherently good to destroy himself they say. 
As for the world, it has not gone beyond the point of no 
return. There is sufficient for all. None need be hungry or 
destitute. Man will save himself and his world. But what 
has God said? “But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dis- 
solved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto 
the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being 
on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness” (2 Pet. 3:10-13). 

Man will not listen to God, but when the end finally 
comes he will still be at work painting that doomed ship 
of this world as it sinks forever into the blackness of 
eternal night. 
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Lesson 4, for April 23. 
When Human Wisdom Fails. Job 4:1-9; 


8:1-10; 11:1-20; 21; 37:14-24. superintendent. 


HE Sunday school has often been 

called the “teaching arm of the 

church,” and, if this is so, a min- 
ister cannot afford to neglect the Sun- 
day school. The responsibility of a 
pastor is to shepherd his flock and all 
of their activities. Not all ministers 
are trained administrators and there- 
fore they are not necessarily qualified 
to be the superintendent of the Sun- 
This job is often better 
filed by a consecrated layman with 
administrative ability. The minister 
should supervise and work with the 


The Minister and the Sunday School 


By Matthew E. Welde 


Chairman of the Philadelphia Area Sunday School Association 


Many Sunday schools expect the min- 
ister to teach the men’s or the women’s 
Bible class. No doubt he is a trained 
and qualified teacher, but again it 
would be better for the pastor and the 
Sunday school if a qualified layman 


(Continued on page 287) 
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THE TIMES News Report 


@ NEW YORK.—Complete and near sell-outs 
of The New English Bible—New Testament by 
thousands of bookstores throughout the country 
have zoomed it to the top of the best-seller list 
in the U. S. Branches of the Cambridge and 
Oxford University Presses here have ordered an 
extra 100,000 copies for a total printing of 
350,000. This is in addition to 125,000 copies 
printed by six religious book clubs here. The 
university presses in London had an initial print- 
ing of 900,000. 


@ JERUSALEM.—A new hoard of Dead Sea 
Scrolls has been discovered in the same cave area 
where the first scrolls were found in the late 
1940’s. The discovery was made by an amateur 
archaeologist who was one of a party of 160 
scholars, soldiers, and volunteers who were ex- 
ploring the Judean desert area under the direc- 
tion of Professor Yigael Yadin. The find 
included 70 fragile documents, tools, coins, and 
skeletons. The scrolls probably relate to the 
period. of Simon Bar-Kochba, leader of the last 
Jewish revolt against the Romans in the second 
century. 


@ MANAUS, BRAZIL.—Seven missionaries of 
the New Tribes Mission who were arrested in 
February on charges of homicide and then re- 
leased when the charges were dropped, have 
been re-arrested. The group is being held on 
charges of violating a law that prohibits foreign- 
ers from constructing permanent houses within 
95 miles of the Brazilian border. J. B. Knutson, 
general secretary of the mission, said that the 


mission was not aware of the law, and has not . 


violated it anyway, since the buildings are of 
temporary character. He accused Catholic priests 
of the area in which the mission works of prod- 
ding the Brazilian army into filing the charges. 
A protest has been filed with the State Depart- 
ment. 


@ WARSAW.-—Sharp verbal clashes between 
Poland’s top Communist leader, Wladyslaw. Go- 
mulka, and Cardinal Wyszynski, Roman Catholic 
Primate of Poland, have brought church-state 
tensions here to the breaking point. Gomulka 
charged the Vatican with trying. to enforce on 
Poland’s hierarchy an anti-government policy. 
He said the Vatican “needs some martyrs to 
propagate its policy and has chosen Poland as 
its most likely subject.” Meanwhile Cardinal 
Wyszynski denounced the Communist rulers as 
Caesars, and declared that the real issue in the 
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the people from their historic faith. 


@ During recent years the YMCA in Germany 
and Switzerland has experienced a return toward 
evangelical foundations. Some of the new lead- 
ers and workers have clear Biblical foundations 
and messages to give to the young people. The 
general secretaries of the work in Bavaria and 
a large section of Western Germany are both 
former members of the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship. The Biblical convictions and evan- 
gelistic outreach of Arnold Landolt, the general 
secretary of the German-speaking YMCA in 
Switzerland, have strengthened the witness there 
greatly. Recently Dr. Hans Burki, general secre- 
tary of the Swiss Inter-Varsity Fellowship, was 
invited to the YMCA Fulltime Workers’ Confer- 
ences in Switzerland and Germany to speak on 
education and revival. There was great open- 
ness of heart and intensive prayer and Bible 
study. The first joint conference of IVCF and 
YMCA will be held October 7-14 at the Student 
Holiday Center of IVCF in Switzerland. (Hans 
Burki) 


@ SPRINGFIELD, MO.—The Assemblies of God 
announces that all missionaries of the denomina- 
tion serving in the Congo have been forced to 
leave the country because of the danger to their 
lives. Most have had to leave the greater part 
of their possessions behind. After more than 
AO years of service, the missionaries leave 29 day 
schools, a Bible school, a printing plant, 80 
churches and preaching points, and 3,000 adher- 
ents. All mission operations have been turned 
over to national Christian leaders. 


@ SYRACUSE, N. Y.—The General Board of 
the National Council of Churches has expressed 
official approval of birth control. 


@ The March 25 issue of The Sunday School 
Times reported that the integration of the Mexi- 
can mission work of four Protestant groups, 
including the Pioneer Mission Agency, had been 
proposed. Word has since come to the Times 
that the PMA headquarters in Keswick Grove, 
N. J., does not desire to be inciuded in the plan. 





Vext Week eee 


“Faith Living Still—Despite Dungeons’—a 
first-hand report from Spain. 
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“... Hopeth All Things” 


At the recent meeting in Syracuse, N. Y., of the National 
Council of Churches’ General Board, Dr. James E. Wagner, 
president of the Evangelical and Reformed Church made 
some interesting observations. He noted with regret “the 
fact that there are still a considerable number of Protestant 
and Orthodox communions which are neither engaged in 
conversations regarding organic unity nor joined together 
in the fellowship and witness of this Council of Churches.” 
He deplored the “deepening cleavage and complete lack of 
communication between that segment of American Prot- 
estantism which adheres to what one of its intellectual 
leaders has described as ‘classical orthodoxy’ [a reference 
to Dr. Edward John Carnell’s effort in The Christian Century 
last year to describe Evangelicalism apart from the “cultic” 
characteristics that have sometimes surrounded it] and, on 
the other hand, that segment to which most of us belong, 
which might be described as a more ‘liberal orthodoxy.’ ” 
He went on to cite the National Association of Evangelicals 
and Christianity Today as good examples of “the better 
element” in “our avowedly more orthodox brethren.” He 
suggested a series of quiet, prayerful conversations, “aimed 
at restoring confidence and communication between those 
whose differing from one another is really one of degree of 
adherence to . . . the great Christian tradition.” 

It has been pointed out a thousand times that any true 
unity. of spirit and life among Christians must be built on a 
foundation of truth, not words. When some theologians 
and church groups speak of Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, 


they do not mean the incarnate Son of God who, by virtue 
of His godhood is Lord, and who, by virtue of an objective 
atonement wrought on the Cross, is Saviour. They mean 
a man who embodied somehow a “Christ event,” in whose 
life and death we see illustrated God’s redemptive love 
toward mankind. But as far as His being quite literally 
the second person of the Trinity is concerned, they will 
have none of it.’ And yet both these groups and the 
Evangelicals use the same words—‘“Jesus Christ the Lord 
and Saviour.” Clearly, no substantial unity can be achieved 
on such a flimsy verbal foundation. 

On the other hand, a truly Christian attitude is never 
scornful. Nor does it seek immediately to attribute false 
motives and ill faith to others. Both Evangelicals and 
Liberals have been guilty of non-Christian approaches. On 
the liberal side there has been a tendency to slight and 
mock the “Fundamentalists.” On the other hand,. we 
(Evangelicals) have perhaps dismissed all the “Modernists” 
as men of deceit and ill faith, whose only motive is to plot 
the overthrow of Christ’s true Church. 

Whatever the points of disagreement (and they are many 
and deep; indeed, we cannot even consider unity of spirit 
with those who worship a different Christ), let us at least 
be Christian in our frame of mind. Love “hopeth all 
things.” It does not start owt condemning. Let us credit 
others with being sincere. If they turn out to be otherwise, 
so much the worse. But at least we shall not have fallen 
into the sin of judging anything before the time. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


A STRANGE NEGLECT IN SOME SEMINARY CURRICULA.—One of the most attrac- 
tive brochures of any theological seminary in America has just come to my desk from a famous 
seminary located in the Chicago area. The brochure sets forth the various courses offered for 
degrees. After a careful study of the two curricula offered in this seminary, one for the B.D. 








degree, and the other for the degree of M.A. in religious education, the only course that I can 
discover here relating to the life of Christ is one which extends over a three-week period! One 
of the courses is entitled “Emergence of the Christian Community I.” The description of the 
course is as follows: “An intensive three-week study of the person, message, and mission of Jesus 
as disclosed in the Synoptic Gospels. Specific critical, historical, literary, and theological issues are 
dealt with to illustrate fundamental problems of method in interpretation.” I must say that if 
all the time that a seminary student devotes to the life of Christ as recorded in the three Synoptic 
Gospels is three weeks, he will have a very inadequate conception of the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus. 

I notice in the same catalogue that two entire terms are devoted to The People and Faith of 
Israel and three terms to Church History. Also I find an entire elective course devoted to Karl 
Barth, and other courses are filled with the names of modern theologians and philosophers. I am 
afraid that the tragedy in many of our seminaries today is that when our students graduate they 
have a more thorough knowledge of the writings of ‘Tillich, Niebuhr, Bultmann, and other 
modern theologians than they have of the life and words and achievements of Jesus Christ. This 
will have a tremendous and tragic influence over the preaching of the men graduating from 
seminaries with curricula like this, and is prophetic of days to come, with more feeble preaching 
than ever. ; 
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JESUS CHRIST — 


the Divistve Reconciler 


By Vernon C. Grounds, D. D. 


HE Great Reconciler and the Great 

Inviter was the Great Offender, and 

still is. Men still hate Jesus, though 
usually they damn Him with faint 
praise. Men still call Him crazy. Men 
are still offended by Him. He still 
drives men away from Himself in an- 
tagonism. And He offends because He 
still turns upon the darkness of human 
hearts the blinding light of His holiness. 
He still offends because of what the 
world regards as His extravagant 
demands, absurd teachings, and blas- 
phemous claims. In their proud disobe- 
dience men today will not accept His 
claims, obey His teachings, and fulfill 
His demands. In this day as in that day 
men will not come to Jesus Christ in 
penitent brokenness, in total self-de- 
spair, in simple faith. In this day as in 
that day men will not throw themselves 
unconditionally upon God’s mercy as it 
is mediated through the blood of the 
Cross. In this day as in that day men 
know in the deepest strata of their con- 
sciences that they need to be reconciled. 

But in this day as in that day men 
tell God He must take them on their 
own terms. They forget that we are 
His sinful creatures, while He is our 
holy creator. They forget that we are 
the guilty lawbreakers, while He is our 
righteous judge. They forget that we 
are the helpless sinners, while He is 
the sovereign Saviour. They forget, in 
short, that we are only flesh, while God 
is God. And they forget that He has 
irrevocably established the terms of rec- 
onciliation. And reconciliation is only 
through penitent brokenness and total 
self-despair and simple faith in the 
Great Offender. 

Yes, reconciliation is only through 
simple faith in the Christ who contra- 
dicts all of our human reason, who 
turns upside down all our human mo- 
rality, and who pitilessly demolishes 
all of our human goodness, exposing it 
_ for the shabby pretense that it is. And 
yet the Great Offender does all of this 
in love so that we may be driven to 
throw ourselves unconditionally upon 
God’s saving mercy as it is mediated to 
us through the blood of the Cross. 

There is in the New Testament a 


quite arresting series of texts that re- - 


‘veals this inexpungable fact. It reveals 
that the Great Reconciler was, always 
has been, now is, and forever will be 
the Great Divider, separating the par- 
doned from the unforgiven, the saved 
from the lost, the wheat from the chaff, 
the sheep from the goats, the blessed 
from the wretched, the joyful from the 
hopeless—and perhaps forever separat- 
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In his first article Dr. Grounds 

pointed out that Jesus Christ divides 

as well as reconciles men. He con- 

cludes by pointing out some of the 

implications of Christ’s role as the 
Great Offender. 








ing you from God! Notice John 7:43, 
a text that discloses what took place 
in days gone by: “So there was a di- 
vision among the people because of 
him.” In the days of His flesh, you see, 
Jesus Christ was the Great Divider. 
Add, now, the text in John 9:16: 
“Therefore said some of the Pharisees, 
This man is not of God, because he 
keepeth not the sabbath day. Others 
said, How can a man that is a sinner 
do such miracles? And there was a 
division among them.” In the days of 
His flesh, you see, Jesus Christ was the 
Great Divider. Add, finally, John 10: 
19: “There was a division therefore 
again among the Jews for these say- 
ings.” Thus in the days of His flesh 
Jesus Christ was the Great Divider. 
People were antagonized by Him and 
because of their antagonism to Him 
they were alienated from one another. 

Today Jesus Christ is still the Great 
Divider as He tells us with painful 
clarity in Luke 12:51-53: “Suppose ye 
that I am come to give peace on earth? 
I tell you, Nay; but rather division: 
For from henceforth there shall be five 
in one house divided, three against two, 
and two against three. The father shall 








Pastor's Wife 


By Barbara A. Jones 


IS flock assures me he inspires them 

But mine the privilege to know much 
more: 

To know him spent of body, sick at 
heart, 

Dismayed at all that’s laid before his 
door— 


The problems and the bickering and 
woe, 
The feeling he has failed. Then, sud- 
denly, 
He'll tap the Living Fountain, drink, 
and rise 
Renewed, refreshed, victorious, and 
free 
Of all fatigue, of all discouragement, 
A victor over every nagging foe, 
Rejoicing, praising, ready to goon... 
Inspiring? Only I can really know. 


Part 2 


be divided against the son, and the son 
against the father; the mother against 
the daughter, and the daughter against 
the mother; the mother in law against 
her daughter in law, and the daughter 
in law against her mother in law.” 
Jesus Christ is still separating men and 
women, as those antagonized by Him 
are alienated from those whom He 
magnetizes. Remember Thomas Wood- 
stock and his conundrum: “What is the 
one question, the answer to which will 
more fundamentally unite men or more 
absolutely divide them than the answer 
to any other question.” 

And in the eternity to come Jesus 
Christ will continue to be the Great 
Divider, forever and ever. The twenty- 
fifth chapter of Matthew gives us a 
remarkable and terrifying vision of judg- 
ment in which Jesus Christ, the Great 
Reconciler and the Great Inviter, who 
offends even as He invites, is depicted 
as the Great Divider. Listen to verses 
thirty-one through thirty-four: 

When the Son of man shall come in 
his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne 
of his glory: and before him shall be 
gathered all nations: and he shall 
separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats: and he shall set the sheep on 
his right hand, but the goats on the 
left. Then shall the King say unto 
them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world.” 

Now listen to verse forty-one: “Then 
shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels.” 

My friend, on which side of the Great 
Divider will you be, the right or the 
left? 

King Edward the Seventh of England 
went for a walk one night with his 
wife. She turned her ankle and in-: 
jured it so badly that it was impossible 
for them to make their way back home. 
As they struggled through the darkness, 
Edward noticed a farmhouse along- 
side the road. He went to the door and 
knocked loudly. A gruff voice from 
within asked who was there. When 
the King announced who he was, the 
gruff voice answered him with angry 
profanity. The farmer, awakened out 
of his sleep, thought he was the victim 
of a joke. But Edward continued to 
knock, telling who he was and plead- 
ing for help on his wife’s behalf. And 
the angry farmer continued to shout 
with vulgarity that the prankster be 
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gone. Eventually, as the King urgently 

, the man inside sprang from 
his bed, dashed to the door, and flung 
it open, ready to throw the joking in- 
truder off his porch. To his dismay 
there stood the King and Queen of Eng- 
land. With embarrassment and shame 
the farmer helped the Queen into his 
home, bandaged her ankle, and assisted 
the royal couple back to the palace. 
And in after years as he related that 
story the farmer would exclaim, “To 
think that I almost didn’t let the King 
in!” 

Perhaps you regard Jesus Christ as 
an annoying intruder. Perhaps you 
view the Gospel as a joke. Perhaps, 
offended and disturbed by the demands 
of your King, you are telling Him to go 
away and angrily insisting that He let 
you alone. If you persist in doing that, 
dear friend, some day Jesus Christ will 
ask you to do the same thing. He will 
ask you to depart from Himself forever. 
Now, however, He is the Great Inviter 
who pleads that by faith in His recon- 
ciling death you come to Himself and 
find new and eternal life in God. 


DENVER, COLO. 











Did Paul Fear He Would 
Be Lost? 


Will you, in your Notes on Open 
Letters column, give me the right 
word, or the right interpretation, for 
the word “castaway” that Paul uses 
in 1 Corinthians 9:27. I can’t believe 
that Paul, who says that “nothing” 
shall be able to separate him from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord 
(Rom. 8:39) could mean that there 
was a possibility that he would be 
lost—A South Dakota reader. 


In this ninth chapter of 1 Corinthians, 
Paul is vindicating his apostleship. He 
uses the simile of participation in an 
athletic contest, first as a runner and 
then as a boxer. He is concerned here, 
not with salvation, but with his daily 
life and works and the rewards for 
Christian service. The word “castaway” 
in the King James Version of 1 Corin- 
thians 9:27: is rendered “rejected” in the 
American Standard Version, and could 
perhaps better be translated, “Disap- 
proved.” It comes from the Greek word 
adokimos, which signifies one who has 
not behaved according to the prescribed 
Tegulations in a contest and therefore 
cannot be awarded the crown or wreath 
of a winner. Salvation is a free gift 
(John 4:10; Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8, 9) and 
can never be earned by service or 
works. Paul was not fearful that he 
might lose his salvation, but he was 
concerned lest through unfaithful serv- 
ice he might lose his reward, the -in- 
corruptible crown (v. 25; 1 Cor. 3:14, 
15). 
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One Church's Thirty Years 


Calvary Memorial Church, Philadelphia, has grown through meetings in 
tents and dance halls, to its present magnificent structure. 


HIRTY years ago THE SUNDAY 

Scuoo. Trues published a report 
about the Lord’s leading an ordained 
church evangelist to come to the City 
of Philadelphia. Dr. Theodore Elsner 
was a complete stranger to everyone. He 
arrived with the names of two eminent 
Christian businessmen in his pocket, 
both of them now deceased: Philip 
Howard, Sr., and Joseph Steele. They 
very graciously extended interviews, 
and Dr. O. R. Palmer (the Founder of 
Berachah Church) made it possible for 
this messenger to begin a daily reli- 
gious broadcast. After eighteen-months 
of ministering in various churches in 
this area, this messenger was con- 
strained to open the closed Memorial 
Baptist Church on Broad Street, which 
was soon incorporated as the Non-Sec- 
tarian Christian Association. ; Billy 
Sunday and Gypsy Smith completed 
their triumphant testimonies right here 
in this church. Other evangelists as- 
sisted in the extension of this ministry 
and hundreds were baptized during the 
twenty years that this ministry re- 
mained at Broad and Master Streets. 
A large colored constituency were func- 
tioning without a church building; so 
the property was sold to them, and 
they now have a membership of more 
than 3,000. 

The sale of the church property re- 
quired the moving of this organic mem- 
bership. After much prayer they were 
led to place a tent on the corner of one 
of the major traffic intersections of 
northeastern Philadelphia—Roosevelt 
Boulevard and Cottman Street. Fifteen 
noted messengers proclaimed the Gos- 


pel night after night throughout that 
entire summer of 1953. The manage- 
ment of a dance hall opened up its 
doors for services during the winter 
months. The land was so valuable on 
this busy boulevard that it required 
five years of tent meetings, four years 
in the dance hall, two years in a 
Lutheran Church and one year in an- 
other church before this constituency 
was able to build what was dedicated 
October 23, 1960, as a living memorial 
to Jesus Christ, Calvary Memorial 
Church, by court decree of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Stephen Olford, Pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church of New York City, de- 
livered the charge to the church. Lt. 
Governor John Morgan Davis brought 
greetings from the Governor and ex- 
pressed his congratulations to the foun- 
der and pastor. The president of the 
City Council also spoke briefly, in ad- 
dition to other prominent personalities. 
George Beverly Shea was the guest 
soloist. The church was crowded at 
all three services. 

Dr. Theodore Elsner declared that he 
firmly believes that the reason the Lord 
has honored this ministry is because of 
a world vision and mission. Dr. Els- 
ner assisted in founding the United 
World Mission a number of years ago, 
and this testimony has been associated 
with the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals for a number of years. Dr. 
Elsner was President of the National 
Religious Broadcasters for a term of 
four years and at the present time is 
chairman of public relations for that 
organization. 





New stone structure of Calvary Memorial Church, Roosevelt Boulevard and 
Cottman St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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missions 


| What does the future hold? 


With our April 29th issue, we will begin a series 
of highly significant articles entitled THE CRISIS 
IN WORLD MISSIONS, by missionary statesman 
Dr. Arthur F. Glasser, Home Director for North 
America of the China Inland Mission. 


African Preacher e 


You won't want to miss a single one of these articles. The first nine titles are: NATIONALISM 
—A Menace To Missions?; CuristiaN INTERNATIONALISM; THE CHURCH IN Candi 
Topay; Curistian Witness in Communist Cutna; Brrrer Lessons From CHINA; THE 
Ngep For CHances in Metuop; Derermininc Mission Priorities; CoMMUNISM AND 


Missions; Missionary STRATEGY FOR TODAY. 


Dr. Arthur F. Glasser 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


A six months subscription ordered now will include 
all of Dr. Glasser’s articles. Cost: $2.00 for U. S. ad- 
dresses, $2.15 in Canada, $2.75 foreign. Or better still, 
why not enjoy the blessing of the TIMES each week 
for a full year? Cost: $4.00 in the U. S.; Canada, $4.25; 
foreign, $5.50. YOUR PASTOR, CHURCH MIS- 
SIONARY, OR MISSIONARY FRIEND WOULD 
APPRECIATE A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION FOR 
THIS SERIES. 7 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
325 N. 13th St. Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Job 21:19 God layeth up his iniquity for his children: he 


rewardeth him, and he shall know it. 


20 His eyes shall see his destruction, and he shall drink of 


the wrath of the Almighty. 


21 For what pleasure hath he in his house after him, when 
the number of his months is cut off in the midst? 
22 Shall any teach God knowledge? seeing he judgeth 


those that are high. 


23 One dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease 


and quiet. 


24 His breasts are full of milk, and his bones are moistened 


with marrow. 


25 And another dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and 


never eateth with pleasure. 


26 They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms 


shall cover them. 


27 Behold, I know your thoughts, and the devices which 


ye wrongfully imagine against me. 


International Uniform Lesson 





WHEN HUMAN WISDOM FAILS 


Job 4:1-9; 8:1-10; 11:1-20; 21; 37:14-24; printed text, Job 21:19-34 


Golden Text.—The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil 


is understanding.—Job 28:28 


28 For ye say, Where is the house of the prince? and 


where are the dwelling places of the wicked? 


29 Have ye not asked them that go by the way? and do 


ye not know their tokens, 


30 That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? 


in the tomb. 


before him. 


they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath. 

31 Who shall declare his way to his face? and who shall 
repay him what he hath done? 

32 Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain 


33 The clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him, and 
every man shall draw after him, as there are innumerable 


34 How then comfort ye me in vain, seeing in your an- 


swers there remaineth falsehood? 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 

OB had been reduced from a po- 
J sition of wealth and honor to one 

of pitiable abasement. He sat on 
the ash heap outside of his town, the 
victim of a loathsome and repulsive 
disease that rendered his presence un- 
endurable. 

Job’s three friends had heard of his 
calamities, and had come together to 
condole him. But on arrival, they had 
found his condition much worse than 
they had anticipated; it was so bad, in 
fact, that they were struck speechless, 
and put dust on their heads. They 
then lapsed into silent thought, and 
their subsequent speeches expressed the 
fruit of their reflections. 

When those three friends spoke, they 
voiced their various philosophies, find- 
ing in Job and his plight plenty of 
illustrative material. While they said 
some true and wise things, their judg- 
ments for the most part were harsh. 
In general, they based their conclusions 
on the law of cause and effect, namely 
that Job’s reverses were the conse- 
quence of some secretly indulged sin. 
Hence, all of his former outward ex- 
cellence was but a facade for hidden 
iniquity. 

Job indignantly protested these nasty 
inferences, and loudly declared his 
innocence. In his claims to self-right- 
eousness, Job did not hesitate to in- 
dict God with unworthy conduct, 
implying that He was treating him 
unfairly. In fact, he was actually climb- 
ing up on the judgment seat, and plac- 
ing God in the prisoner’s dock! This 
was very serious. 
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After the vigorous dialogue was con- 
cluded, a new figure entered the debate 
(chap. 32). A young man, Elihu, spoke, 
and after he had finished, Job was 
completely silenced. 


Verse by Verse 

Job 21:19—“God layeth up his in- 
iquity for his children: he rewardeth 
him, and he shall know it.” In his 
speech Job had been contending that 
there are inconsistencies in God’s deal- 
ings with men. For example, He does 
not always immediately snuff out the 
candle of the wicked. In fact, the 
rebel seems to be exempt altogether 
from condemnation. However, retribu- 
tion will overtake his children, even 
though we are not permitted to see this 
retribution descend upon the wicked 
himself. These, His children, shall know 
His displeasure. 

The A.S.V., however, translates the 
latter half of the verse, “Let him rec- 
ompense it unto himself, that he may 
know it.” This seems to be the true 
force of the passage. 

Verse 20.—“His eyes shall see his de- 
struction, and he shall drink of the 
wrath of the Almighty.” Job here is 
urging that the guilty man himself, 
and not his children, be made to taste 
the cup of God’s anger. He himself 
should be made to pay the penalty of 
his own wrongdoing. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“There I will meet with thee, and 
I will commune with thee from 
above the mercy seat” (Exod. 25: 
22)... 
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Verse 21—‘“For what pleasure hath 
he in his house after him, when the 
numbers of his months is cut off in the 
midst?” “What pleasure hath he in his 
house” might better be rendered, “What 
careth he for his house” (see A|S.V.). 
The point is that once the culprit has 
left this earth he has lost concern for 
his house, and it is of little consequence 
to him. 

Verse 22—*“Shall any teach God 
knowledge? seeing he judgeth those 
that are high.” In view of the fact that 
God is the Most High, and that He ex- 
ercises His holy and perfect govern- 
ment among the angels, it would be 


nothing short of sinful and highhanded | 


impertinence for man to censure Him 
in the slightest degree. Man must sub- 
mit to His perfect knowledge. 

Verse 23—“One dieth in his full 
strength, being wholly at ease and 
quiet.” There are, however, inexplic- 
able mysteries that face us. Take, for 
example, the death of one type of in- 
dividual: death comes suddenly to the 
prosperous man who seemed to be fac- 
ing many more years of life. ‘ 

Verse 24—“His breasts are full of 
milk, and his bones are moistened with 
marrow.” This man was in the full 
bloom of health. Everything was in 
his favor. His life expectancy was very 
high indeed, when suddenly his end 
came. 

Verse 25.—“And another dieth in the 
bitterness of his soul, and never eateth 
with pleasure.” Here is another man 
who is quite a contrast. This indi- 
vidual has never known prosperity, but 
has been forced into the mold of a 
poverty that has been embittering to 
his spirit. He has never tasted of the 
cup of luxury or real pleasure. 
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Verse 26.—“They shall lie down alike 
in the dust, and the worms shall cover 
them.” Though these two men have 
been so unlike in life, yet they molder 
in a common grave. Death levels all 
distinctions, and corruption is their 
common fate. 

Verse 27—“Behold, I know your 
thoughts, and the devices which ye 
wrongfully imagine against me.” Job 
asserts that he is aware of their sup- 
positions and their surmisings. He 
knows that they are eagerly looking 
for confirmations of their suspicions. 

Verse 28.—“For ye say, Where is the 
house of the prince? and where are the 
dwelling places of the wicked?” You 
critical friends will challenge the truth 
of my contention by stating that pros- 
perous oppressors do not abide, and 
“the tent” (see A.S.V.) of the wicked 
is soon removed. 

Verse 29—“‘Have ye not asked them 
that go by the way? and do ye not 
know their tokens.” For the proof of 
my contention ask the traveler. Any 
wayfarer that is at all observing will 
provide evidence that what I am say- 
ing is true. “ 

Verse 30.—“That the wicked is re- 
served to the day of destruction? they 
shall be brought forth to the day of 
wrath.” This statement means that 
evildoers, while going to be ultimately 
charged for their sins, do not now un- 
dergo divine wrath. On the contrary, 
they appear to be exempt from all 
condemnation. 

Verse 31.—“Who shall declare his way 
to his face? and who shall repay him 
what he hath done?” No one dares to 
bring any charges against him. There 
is no manifest reproval of his self-will 
and obduracy. 

Verse 32.—“‘Yet shall he be brought 
to the grave, and shall remain in the 
tomb.” His death is followed by an 
elaborate funeral to the family burial- 
plot, where “men shall keep watch over 
the tomb” (A.S.V.). His bones are laid 
away in peace, and a eulogy is given 
him. 

Verse 33.—“The clods of the valley 
shall be sweet unto him, and every 
man shall draw after him, as there are 
innumerable before him.” His grave 
is verdant and even beautiful. And 
even as many men have preceded him 
in the same evil course, so many will 
follow his example, being encouraged 
by his prosperity. 

Verse 34.—“How then comfort ye me 
in vain, seeing in your answers there 
remaineth falsehood?” In view of these 
incontrovertable facts, your admonitions 
are of no real significance. Indeed, they 
are altogether worthless. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The subject of this discussion is Job’s 
dire plight: Why has he been brought 
so low? At the conclusion, Elihu comes 
up with a final convicting word of 
wisdom. 

Eliphaz, one of these friends, chided 
the sufferer because, although he had 
been the succorer of others, he was now 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. April 16—When the Righteous Suf- 
fer. Job 1; 2; 19:13-26; James 1:12-15 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. April 830.—When God’s Wisdom Pre- 
vails. Job 42 











unable to succor himself. Surely some 
good and just reason underlay Job’s 
condition. Some secret sin had been 
indulged, and now this had been in- 
exorably exposed (chap. 4). Then Bil- 
dad called upon the witness of history. 
This afforded abundant evidence that 
God is fair in all His ways, and that 
He ever justifies and protects the in- 
nocent (chap. 8). The judgment of 
Zophar, the third friend, was the harsh- 
est of all, however. He contended that 
Job had been guilty not only of hypoc- 
risy but of receiving a lighter sentence 
than he actually deserved. Only by 
self-judgment and confession could Job 
be restored and reinstated (chap. 11). 

Job retorted by pouring out his 
heart in earnest protest. The wicked, 
he contended, are not always mani- 
festly resisted by God. In fact, they 
often prosper grandly. Their open dis- 
regard for God does not draw their 
immediate destruction. Furthermore, 
both rich and poor, religious and pro- 
fane, fill a common grave. And neither 
disease nor death are respecters of per- 
sons. Hence, ordinary observation on 
the human level reveals little or noth- 
ing on which te base an accurate judg- 
ment. Heaven’s ways seem to be 
unequal and baffling (chap. 21). 

Elihu entered the arena after all the 
contestants had ceased talking, and an 
impasse had been reached. They were 
all “talked out,” and silence followed. 
In this atmosphere this young man de- 
clared the perfection and inscrutability 
of God’s ways. His creation certifies 
both His power and His wisdom, mak- 
ing it obvious that our ignorance is 
so abysmal that we cannot intelligibly 
speak of Him. Did Job understand 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT was Job’s physical condition 
in today’s story? 

2. How did Job’s friends demonstrate 
the emptiness of their own wisdom? 

3. In what way did Job refute their 
charges? 

4. What effect had Elihu’s speech on 
Job? 

5. What did Job’s ignorance of the 
mysteries of creation reveal? 

6. What evidence shows that suffer- 
ing is not always the consequence of 
sin? 

7. What is proved by the fact that 
God is capable of ordering His creation? 

8. According to Elihu, what is one 
lesson we may learn when skies are 
cloudy? 

9. How may nature teach us spiritual 
truths? 

(Answers on page 286) 


such elementary matters that involved — 


creation when God balanced the clouds? 
Did he help Him in the spreading out 
of the sky? Did he understand weather 
patterns? If not, then he was scarcely 
in a position to pronounce on His moral 
dealings with man, His creature. 

The only safe course for Job—and for 
us—was to recognize the extreme limits 
of human knowledge and to implicitly 
trust the omnipotent God. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The speeches of Job’s three friends: 
Job’s calamity is the result of 
secret sin (4:1-9; 8:1-10; 11:1-20) 

2. Job’s reply: Both guilty and innocent 
suffer indiscriminately (chap. 21) 

3. Elihu’s summary: God’s wisdom and 
power call for our unquestioning 
trust (37:14-24) 


Topics for Development 

Creation as a Teacher of Spiritual 
Truth. The works of God and the 
Word of. God are mutually self-consist- 
ent, and serve as interpretive media of 
the Creator Himself. 

“Doth not even nature itself teach 
you,” inquires Paul (1 Cor. 11:14). “Ask 
now the beasts, and they shall teach 
thee; and the fowls of the air, and they 
shall tell thee,” advises Job (12:7). 
“Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow,” urges the Lord Jesus (Matt. 
6: 28). 

Nature is filled with illustrations of 
spiritual truth. Take, for example, the 
law of sowing and reaping. If the seed 
does not die it remains a single seed. 
But if it does die then it reproduces 
abundantly its own kind. The Lord 
Jesus applied this law to Himself (see 
John 12:24; 1 Cor. 15:36). Because He 
went down into death He will have 
companions just like Himself forever! 

Or take the law of fruit bearing. 
The branch has only to remain in the 
vine and to draw its life and nourish- 
ment from the parent stalk to produce 
fruit. This is not accomplished by ef- 
fort, but by abiding (see John 15:1-8). 

Another spiritual lesson may be 
learned from the farmer as he ploughs 
before he sows and cultivates before he 
reaps. The hard soil of the human 
heart must be broken up by the preach- 
ing of the Word that convicts men of 
their sins. Conviction always precedes 
conversion. The soil must be softened 
to receive the incorruptible seed that 
brings life. Then, too, it must be wa- 
tered by earnest intercession. All of 
this is our responsibility. God alone 
gives the glorious increase (see 1 Cor. 
3:6, 7). 

There are other illustrations from na- 
ture in the speech of Elihu that forms 
part of today’s lesson. 


Practical Applications 

“Stand still,” cries Elihu, “and con- 
sider the wondrous works of God” (Job 
37:14). The reason for this lies in the 
fact that this provides one great anti- 
dote for the feverish restlessness that 
so often afflicts our souls and causes 


them to chafe at the divine orderings. | 


‘Whereas Job’s three friends had con- 
cluded that he was guilty of some se- 
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cret and unconfessed sin, Job himself 
felt that he was being unfairly dealt 
with by God. Hence, he had been con- 
tending with the Almighty, and actually 
reproving God Himself! (see 40:2.) Thus 
Job had been darkening “counsel by 
words without knowledge,” and spewing 
out his own ignorance (see 38:2). 

It is significant that Elihu did not 
directly contradict Job, but simply 
pointed him to the wisdom and power 
of God in His ordering of natural phe- 
nomena. Is He who orders such a vastly 
complicated machine as creation not 
competent to perfectly order our tiny 
affairs! 

In order, however, to reach this rest- 
ful confidence of heart we must stand 
still. We must consider. The restless 
activity must give way to a “selah.” 
(Selah, by the way, means, “pause and 
consider.”) 

We live in an age of speed and 
change. Let us take time out to con- 
sider the God who works silently, un- 
hurriedly, but perfectly. His dealings 
with us are flawless, and are ever for 
His glory and our highest good. Here 
lies true wisdom. 


Golden Text 

Job 28:28—“The fear of the Lord, 
that is wisdom; and to depart from evil 
is understanding.” True wisdom does 
not lie in a vast fund of knowledge, nor 
in skill of brain and hand. It is found 
in a proper attitude on the part of the 
creature toward his creator. This at- 
titude is one of reverential confidence 
and dependence, and will lead to a 
shunning of everything that is contrary 
to God’s nature. 

NortH Patm BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsSTED HyMNS 


“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 

“Dear Lord and Pather of Mankind” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, in Thee we live and move 
and have our being. To Thy mercy 
and power we owe all that is good. 
Forgive us for straying from Thee and 
Thy ways and make us firm in depart- 
ing from evil and taking the path of 
righteousness always. Use our study 
of this lesson to make us wiser in 
knowing, loving, and obeying Thee. 
Send out the Gospel in power every- 
where that many may turn to Thee 
and live a new life. Where people 
bear heavy burdens and life is hard, 
let Thy light and love shine and dispel 
their darkness. Comfort the sad, pro- 
vide for the needy, guide the perplexed, 
and relieve the burdened. Bless our 
own dear ones with those gifts of Thy 
love they most need. Revive and 
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strengthen Thy Church, guide the 
leaders of the nations, and bring us to 
the better day when Jesus shall reign 
in all the earth and do this for His sake 
and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our lesson verses 
in Job 21 are part of Job’s argument 
with those who thought his troubles 
were due to some wickedness in his 





TURN FROM EVIL 
TO CHRIST 














life. Their clashing ideas about human 
life and its problems come out in their 
long talks. Seven chapters later, how- 
ever, Job gets to the heart of things in 
the words of the Golden Text, In that 
28th chapter Job first gives a picture 
of the clever ways men have in mining 
precious things from the earth. But 
then he asks, “Where shall wisdom be 
found?” His ingenuity in making the 
earth yield its treasures shows man to 
be clever, but man needs more than 
cleverness. He needs wisdom. He needs 
to know more than how to live here. 
He needs to know why he is here, what 
life is about. So, asking, “Where shall 
wisdom be found?” Job replies: “God 
understandeth the way thereof... and 
unto man he said, Behold, the fear of 
the Lord, that is wisdom; and to de- 
part from evil is understanding” (28: 
12, 23, 28). 

The fear of the Lord means a godly 
life. It begins when we realize it is 
God who has made us, not we our- 
selves; that we are dependent on Him 
for life and all that supports it. Godly 
people take their true place as creatures 
depending on God as their maker and 
provider. They respect and honor, love 
and obey Him. They depart from evil, 
since doing evil is to disobey and dis- 
honor God. But to depart from evil 
in a sinful world, we need Him who 
came to “save his people from their 
sins” (Matt. 1:21). Even though many 
around us may follow evil and at times 
our own heart inclines us to wrong- 
doing, we can depart from evil by 
turning to Christ, trusting and follow- 
ing Him. That is why Paul could say 
that “Christ . . . is made unto us wis- 
dom” (1 Cor. 1:30). 


OcEAN Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“God layeth up his iniquity for his 
children .. .” (Job 21:19).—In the pre- 
vious chapter, Zophar is very dogmatic 
about his contention that the wicked 
are always short-lived. He insists it 
has been so, “since man was placed 
upon earth” (20:4). He labors the point 














that they are always stripped of their 
possessions and afflicted with fatal mal- 
adies. “His bones are full of the sin of 
his youth, which shall lie down with 
him in the dust” (v. 11). 

Zophar’s implication is that since Job 
has lost his possessions, family, and 
~health, he must be a wicked character. 

In our lesson, Job refutes Zophar’s 
philosophy—and effectively so—for al- 
though Eliphaz and Bildad speak again, 
Zophar remains silent! 

Job makes it plain that all wicked 
persons do not die young, they do not 
always lose their possessions; and dire 
calamity does not always overtake 
them. Many of them live to a ripe, old 
age, enjoy their possessions, and leave 
their wealth to their children. 

Cicero asked: “Why did Marius live 
to an old age, and die so happily at his 
own house, in his seventh consulship? 
Why was that inhuman wretch Cinna 
permitted to enjoy so long a reign? 
Dionysius, to his impiety toward the 
gods, added injustice to man. Yet nei- 
ther did Olympic Jove strike him with 
thunder, nor was he caused to die by 
tedious disease and a lingering death. 
He died in his bed, had funeral honors 
paid to him, and left his power, which 
he had wickedly obtained, a just and 
lawful inheritance to his son.” 

If any of the three friends should 
have argued that if judgment does not 
fall on the wicked man personally, it 
will fall on his children after his death; 
Job perhaps would have asked: In what 
way is this a tragedy to the man him- 
self? After his death, he will have no 
knowledge of his children’s welfare. 

“Shall any teach God knowledge?” 
(Job 21:22).—There is always the dan- 
ger of man’s imagining that his ideas 
are divine principles, and that God 
should act upon them. Instead of at- 
tempting to teach God how to deal 
with His creatures, man should ex- 
claim: “O the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unfathomable (inscrutable, unsearch- 
able) are His judgments—His decisions! 
And how untraceable (mysterious, 
undiscoverable) are His ways—His 
methods, His paths!” (Rom. 11:33, Am- 
plified N.T.) 

When we behold a man faithful and just, 
Humbly om. true to his word and trust, 
Dejected and remy — ag profane, 


And wicked, an: 
my Channa flush’ with power and 


What inference can human reason draw, 
How can we guess the secrets of Thy law? 


“One dieth in his full strength . 
another dieth in the bitterness of his 
soul .. .” (Job 21:23, 25)—How true 
this statement! One person dies, with- 
out remorse at a ripe, old age, in the 
midst of his prosperity; while another 
dies young in agony, in the midst of 
dire poverty! But both go to the grave, 
and “skin worms destroy” their bodies. 

Death does not end all. After death 
“the judgment!” (Heb. 9:27.) Those 
who die without Christ, die in their 
sins, and cannot go where He is (John 
8:21-24). Those who have placed per- 
sonal faith in Him and His atoning 
work, acknowledging Him as Lord and 





(11) 283 


















































a nS Bara ke nn eee 


rane 52 oat 


Se 


screenees mente eer 





Sasso eerste nity 













aiid 















eet iore steve = 


Saviour, upon leaving the body, are 
“present,” or at home with the Lord 
{2 Cor. 5:8). 

A prominent atheist was interviewed 
on the air the other evening. When 
asked, “Don’t you think that when you 
are aware that you are going to die, 
you will repent?” he answered, “Not a 
chance of that in the world!” 

So, humanly speaking, he will go on 
in his unbelief until cut down by death, 
and awaken in a lost eternity when it 
will be too late to repent. It is sad to 
think how many others there are like 
him in the world today! 

“How then comfort ye me... ?” 
(Job 21:34)—Job’s three friends had 
demonstrated the failure of human wis- 
dom to comfort him. “In your answers 
there remaineth falsehood.” This is a 
strong statement by Job. Rotherham 
renders it: “Since [as for your replies] 
there lurketh [in them] treachery.” 
J. N. Darby translates it: “Your an- 
swers remain perfidious.” A. R. Fausset 
comments: “Your boasted ‘consolations’ 
are contradicted by facts, they there- 
fore only betray your evil intent [wick- 
edness] against me.” 

“... Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
that is wisdom .. .” (Job 28:28).—In 
contrast to failing human wisdom, there 
is the filial fear of the Lord, which is 
wisdom indeed! For where this filial 
fear is, there is a hatred of evil, and of 
pride, arrogance, and  frowardness 
(Prov. 8:13). 

“As there are degrees of wisdom, so 
of the fear of the Lord; but there is no 
degree of this fear so inferior or low, 
but it is a beginning at least of wisdom” 
(Caryl). 

Wawona, CALIF. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
7 be had for 20 cents copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
True Wisdom.—The fear of the Lord, 

that is wisdom (Job 28:28, Golden 
Text). A knowledge of electronics— 
that is wisdom? No! A knowledge of 
psychiatry—that is wisdom? No! A 
convincing line in salesmanship—that is 
wisdom? No! A skillful propaganda— 
that is wisdom? No! “The fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom.” So that starv- 
ing, illiterate, scantily-clad tribespeople 
of the mountains of Southeast Asia and 
Formosa and the Philippines converted 
to the Christian faith through hearing 
Gospel recordings are wiser than the 
most learned of scientists, if the latter 
know not the things that are “spirit- 
ually discerned.” The Christians have 
“Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto 
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us wisdom” (1 Cor. 1:30).—Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Adversity Makes Happiness.—He shall 
drink of the wrath of the Almighty 
(Job 21:20). Where God refuses to 
correct, there God resolves to destroy. 
There is no man so near the flames, so 
near hell, as he whom God will not so 
much as spend a rod upon. Jerome 
writing to a sick friend had this ex- 
pression, “I account it part of unhap- 
piness not to know adversity. I judge 
you to be miserable, because you have 
not been miserable.” “Nothing,” says 
another, “seems more unhappy to me, 
than he to whom-no adversity hap- 
pened.”—From Choice Gleanings Calen- 
dar. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


Price of Life—For what pleasure 
hath he in his house after him, when 
the number of his months is cut off in 
the midst? (Job 21:21.) One day yon- 
der in Africa an elderly man came to 
the clinic for medicine. The nurse ex- 
plained to him that he had a serious 
condition and that it was necessary to 
go at once to the hospital for emer- 
gency surgery. She said, “I will go 
and ask the missionaries to take you 
in.” While she was making the neces- 
sary arrangements, the old man left. 
The nurse’s helper explained that he 
had counted the price of an ox too 
much to pay for an operation. He 
would rather die. He did die the next 
day, and was buried. After the funeral, 
according to their custom, the helpers 
were fed on the ox that he did not 
want to sell for his operation. Will we 
be like this unwise African?—From A. 
G. Thiessen in a release of the Sudan 
Interior Mission. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. Prize il- 
lustration. 


All Precautions—Except One.—One 
dieth in his full strength, being wholly 
at ease and quiet (Job 21:23). When 
Frank Ziegler, of Oakland, Calif., won 
$140,000 in the Irish Sweepstakes sev- 
eral weeks ago, he was determined not 
to make the mistake many others have 
made. “There will be no change for 
me,” Ziegler said at the time. ‘“What’s 
left after taxes (which turned out to 
be $40,000) will go right into the bank.” 
He went to court to make sure that he 
did not lose his loot in a big spending 
binge. He told the court that he had 
little education, and was addicted to 
liquor, so that he was unable to man- 
age his money and might fall a victim 
to swindlers. A sympathetic judge ap- 
pointed a bank to guard his savings. 
He had taken all the precautions—ex- 
cept one. The money was still there 
when he suffered a skull fracture after 
he stumbled in front of his home. He 


’ died Wednesday——From The Nebraska 


State Journal. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


She Never Heard.—And another dieth 
in the bitterness of his soul (Job 21: 
25). <A 40-year-old Oakland woman, a 
factory worker, told her friends she 
was weary of life, then killed herself 
by driving her sports car smashingly 


into a guard rail of the Nimitz Free 
way, at 1 am. It somersaulted for 
about 250 yards into the northbound 
lane near 66th Ave. After passing mo- 
torists lifted the car off the woman’s 
dead body, a note was found in the 
wreckage saying: “Tonight I will die 
for a life of degradation. I owe it to 
this.” Could it be that no one ever told 
that woman that “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners”? Her 
life of degradation gave her a claim on 
that Saviour. Why did she not exer- 
cise it? Could it be that she never 
heard the good news that “Christ died 
for our sins”? Regardless of the nature 
and number of sins that filled her life, 
she would have been forgiven had she 
believed that Gospel of Christ, for it 
is “the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16). 
A man who had lived a life of degra- 
dation hung on a cross beside the 
Saviour at Calvary. Hé became peni- 
tent, and put in his plea to the suffer- 
ing Saviour and heard Him say: “Verily 
I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). 
Suicide is not the necessary nor the 
satisfactory answer to a “life of degra- 
dation.”—From Now. Sent by Mar- 
tin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Accurate Timepiece—Who shall de- 
clare his way to his face? (Job 21:31). 
There is a story of a punctilious per- 
son who was fond of boasting that his 
watch had never been slow or fast for 
forty years. One morning he rose to 
see the sun rise. He kept looking at 
his wonderful watch and consulting at 
the same time an almanac. There was 
a pause in the dawn. The watch owner 
grew impatient. Tapping his watch, 
he exclaimed, “If that sun ain’t over 
the hill in a minute and a half, he’ll be 
late.” Some men have “views” which 
they have carefully carried with them 
for years, as that man did his watch. 
If events do not square with their views, 
so much the worse for the events—and 
even the Lord! All such measurings of 
the Eternal by the local tests of human 
opinion or of conventional standards is 
vain. The sun knows what he is about. 
It is part of wisdom to correct one’s 
timepiece by the sun and not to try to 
run unassisted the astronomical ma- 
chinery of God’s universe—From Tom 
M. Olson in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


A Child’s Fears—How then comfort 
ye me in vain, seeing in your answers 
there remaineth falsehood? (Job 21:34.) 
A mother was trying to comfort her 
daughter who knew she would not re- 
cover from injuries received in a motor 
accident. “Please, Mother,” said the girl, 
“Don’t talk as if I were going to get 
better, when you know I never will 
leave this hospital. But what troubles 
me now is that my old Sunday school 
teacher has been in to see me, and she 
said nothing to really comfort me. She 
told me to try not to worry. And our 
minister was in, too. When I asked 
him about the life after death, he put 
me off. Do you know, Mother, I know 
you are quite a church worker, but I 
never heard you say much about the 
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life after this one. I wish someone 
would explain it to me, because I’m 
frightened.” Someone did explain 
God’s plan of Salvation to that poor 
girl. A nurse, herself not long a Chris- 
tian, had the great joy of pointing the 
patient to the Saviour.—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Scarborough, Ont. Can. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


FTER we have heard the story 

“Pumpkin Seed,” in the book called 
“The Wrong Road,” we will learn the 
verse that made Sue tell her father 
the truth: “Be sure your sin will find 
you out” (Num. 32:23). I am so de- 
lighted to have you young folks take 
‘turns telling these stories because it is 
preparing you for the time when you 
will be Sunday school teachers. 

Last week we had to stop the story 
of Job, leaving him sitting on an ash 
heap, mourning for his children and suf- 
fering terribly from boils. Yet he did 
not blame the Lord for his troubles. 
So Satan, who had brought them all 
upon him, with God’s permission, failed 
completely to get Job to curse God. 

This morning we will begin our read- 
ing in Job 2:11-13. For the first week 
after Job’s three friends came to com- 
fort him, they sat beside him on the 
ground in silence. At last Job spoke, 
wishing he had never been born be- 
cause of all the dreadful things that 
had come upon him one right after the 
other. 

Then his friend Eliphaz spoke to Job, 
intimating that he must have committed 
some secret sins that had brought all 
this trouble upon him (4:7). Eliphaz 
implied that the innocent do not suffer. 
This is false. The innocent often suffer 
in this world. 

Then Job spoke again, wishing he 
could die (6:14). Job had a right to 
expect sympathy from his friends, but 
he did not get one word of sympathy 
from Eliphaz. Let us see what his next 
friend was like. 

Turn to Job 8:6. Here Bildad is 
Speaking: “If Job were pure and up- 
right, the. Lord would surely help him!” 
Then in verse 13 he intimates that Job 
is a hypocrite. What a cruel way to 
speak to a suffering man! And the 
charge was false anyway. 

In Job 11 Zophar, Job’s third friend, 
Speaks. Read verse 3. Here he says 
that Job was telling lies when he said 
in his last speech that God knew he 
was. not wicked. Read the last verse of 
this chapter. Here he is warning Job 
of the fate of the wicked. Instead of 
being any comfort to Job, his friends 
made his miseries still harder to bear. 
Read what Job said to his friends in 
chapter 13:4, 5. This was not compli- 
mentary, but it was true. Then read 
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what Job said of God in verse 15. In 
spite of all his sufferings, Job is still 
trusting the Lord. 

Eliphaz speaks again in chapter 15. 
But instead of apologizing for having 
misjudged Job, he makes it even more 
clear that he thinks Job a hypocrite. 
Here in verses 9, 10, we have an inter- 
esting sidelight on Job’s age. Artists 
have pictured him as old and gray- 
headed during his time of suffering. 
But he must have been comparatively 
young, because Eliphaz says, “With us 
are both the gray-headed and very 
aged men, much elder than thy father.” 

What Job had said in chapter 16:2 
was certainly true: All three of his 
friends had proved themselves miser- 
able comforters! 

Turn next to Job 21:19-34. Job’s 
friends had reasoned thus: The wicked 
deserve to have troubles. Job is having 
many troubles. Therefore he must be 
very wicked, even though he has al- 
ways appeared to be very good. Any- 
one who pretends to be good, when he 
is really wicked, is a hypocrite. There- 
fore Job is a hypocrite. 

Here in chapter 21, Job is proving 
that this argument is false. Some 
wicked people live prosperously in this 
world. Others seem to have troubles 
all the time. The circumstances of a 
person’s life do not indicate whether 
he is bad or good. Read verse 30. The 
wicked will be punished for their wick- 
edness in the next world. 

After this Eliphaz accused Job of 
many sins he had never committed. In 
chapter 22:5-9 he said that Job has 
cheated his brother, starved widows, 
and injured orphans. 

In chapter 29 Job denies these charges 
and tells some of his good deeds. Read 
verses 11-16. Job helped the poor and 
caused the widow’s heart to sing for 
joy. Job was not boasting. He was 
telling the simple truth, in answer to 
these false accusations. 

After Job made his last speech in 
chapter 31, his friends were silenced. 
Job had done an amazing lot of good 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 282) 

1. He was a dejected and seriously 
afflicted sufferer. 

2. They falsely judged Job to be a 
hypocrite. 

3. He pointed out that both right- 
eous and wicked fill a common grave, 
and that life seems filled with in- 
equalities. 

4. It silenced him. 

5. That he was in no position to 
criticize the Creator. 

6. The fact that the righteous also 


| suffer. 


7. That He can take care of His 
creature. 

8. The “bright light” is in the clouds 
(Job 37:21). 

9. Nature may teach us because both 
nature and spiritual revelation have 
their common source in God. 

NortH PaLM BEACH, FLA. 


deeds for a comparatively young man, 


and he had kept from doing evil. Re- 
member that God Himself had told 
Satan that Job was blameless and up- 
right, and said that Job was the best 
man on the earth at that time. 

Instead of running around and getting 
into trouble, Job was good to everyone, 
leading a better life than the friends 
who criticized him, a better life than 
all the old men of his day. Can young 
people live godly lives? Job did. We 
will finish his story next week. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Wonders of the Sky 
(Job 3$7:14-18, 22) 


EATHER! What marvels there are 


about it which the mind of man 
has not yet fathomed! The morning of 
writing this the temperature is 30 be- 
low, the ground is covered with drifted 
snow—trillions upon trillions of flakes, 
no two alike, yet all made in the same 
way! By the time you teach this les- 
son, what changes there will be! April 
showers followed by dazzling sunshine, 
warm air, thunder and lightning, wind! 
Job 37 refers to them all! As man has 
learned more about the causes and pat- 
terns of weather changes, and even tries 
to make rain, we tend to forget that all 
these marvels of daily life come from 
the hand and power of God. Insur- 
ance companies, however, still acknowl- 
edge “acts of God.” Let us seek, as 
Elihu did with Job, to bring our pupils 
to feel something of the wonder of these 
common events, to know the “fear” 
and omnipotence of God. “Stand still, 
and consider the wondrous works of 
God” (Job 37:14, Memory Verse). 

Arrange a series of weather pictures, 
cut from magazines or _ calendars: 
lightning, rain, a snowstorm or a scene 
with snow and ice, cloud masses, hot 
weather, bright sunshine, wind. Your 
pupils may have had science projects 
or study of weather in school. Allow 
them to discuss the pictures and what 
they know of the causes behind each 
weather condition, but always trace 
these causes back to God and His 
power. If the pupils can read well 
enough, give a picture to each pupil to 
find one or more verses in Job 37 ap- 
plying to it. If they are not good 
readers, attach an appropriate reference 
to each picture. 

Can you or anyone else change the 
weather God sends? Though God is so 
great and powerful, He loves us and 
listens to us, as He did to Job and his 
friends. Yes, He does answer prayer 
about the weather. I have seen a 
shower cloud, moving directly up over 
an outdoor children’s class, in answer 
to prayer veer at an angle to its pre- 
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vious course, and though it rained hard 
near by, the children’s class was not 
disturbed. But you must remember 
God’s weather is for everyone and not 
just for you. You might be praying 
for sunny weather for a picnic, but the 
farmers might need rain. God may not 
think it best for you always to have 
your way and become a spoiled child. 
As in all other things, we may ask, but 
we should leave the decision to God. 
He knows what is best. 

You remember Job had many trou- 
bles. He could not understand why 
he, a good man, should seem to be 
punished so hard. Three of his friends 
came to talk with him. Hour after 
hour they sat and talked, or debated, 
of why all these troubles came to Job. 
He must have done some terrible sins, 
they said. Job knew he had not. And 
he did wish he could argue with God 
Himself about how unfair it was to 
make him suffer so. Men who were bad 
often got along with good health and all 
kinds of good luck. 

A storm came up while the argu- 
ment went on. Black clouds. billowed 
up over the burning sun, bright light- 
ning flashed, thunder pealed, the wind 
came in great gusts. A fourth man 
spoke of how the weather showed God’s 
power. Could Job do these things? 
Could he even understand what kept 
the clouds floating up there in the sky? 
Almighty God was too great for a man 
to argue with. And God would not do 
wrong. And do you know what? God 
spoke right out loud from the storm to 
Job and those men! We will hear 
about that next time. 

Just as with the weather, we must 
leave our troubles, after we have 
prayed about them, to God’s good judg- 
ment and not insist on having our way. 
Just as with Job, God may have les- 
sons to teach us and others from our 
troubles. “The fear of the Lord, that 
is wisdom; and to depart from evil is 
understanding” (Job 28:28, Golden 
Text). 


Orono, MAINE. | 
Me 
Minister and Sunday School 


(Continued from page 275) 


were to teach the adult classes. . This 
leaves the pastor free to be the pastor 
of all in the Sunday school. The adults 
have many opportunities to enjoy the 
teaching of the pastor in the worship 
services and at the mid-week prayer 
meetings. 

What should be the role of the min- 
ister in the Sunday school? Here are 
some suggestions: 

1. It is the privilege of the minister 
to pray daily for the workers, pupils, 
and prospective members of the Sun- 
day school. He needs a vision of the 
role of the Sunday school in reaching 
many of the unreached in the com- 
munity. The Sunday school is the only 
agency of the church that reaches every 
age level. 

2. The minister is the spiritual and 
inspirational leader of the Sunday 
school and can help by being enthusi- 
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astic. Enthusiasm is contagious. He 
can start an epidemic. He can inspire 
people to come and encourage many 
to be leaders. 

3. His interest can add momentum to 
the plans and program. The minister 
should attempt to attend the meetings 
of the Sunday school cabinet and en- 
courage all officers and teachers to do 
likewise. Co-operation is obtained by 
planning and working together. 

4. The superintendent and the min- 
ister should meet together often to talk 
over ideas, discuss progress, plan pub- 
licity, and pray. This teamwork is a 
definite asset to the total work of the 
church. 

5. The pastor is a _ talent scout. 
Through visitation and interviews -he 


can discover teaching and leadership 
potential and recommend good prospects 
for teachers and officers. Likewise he 
should encourage all teachers and 
leaders to get as much training as pos- 
sible. Pupils now in the Sunday school 
will be future leaders in our nation. 
The Sunday school must not be satis- 
fied with a second-rate program. The 
pastor should see that only the finest 
methods and helps are used. He should 
make certain that adequate equipment 
and space are available. It goes with- 
out saying that only born-again teachers 
and officers have a place on the Sun- 
day school staff. No Sunday school 
can rise above its teachers, or, to put it 
another way, the teacher is the hinge 
on which the Sunday school swings. 
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6. Even the pastor needs to seek new 
ideas. Sunday school conventions, con- 
ferences, and workshops afford the op- 
portunity to profit by the experiences 
of others. Teachers and officers should 
be encouraged to attend, in order to 
gain new vision and a renewed zeal to 
raise the standards: of the Sunday 
school. 

7. A choice opportunity for the min- 
ister is heading up the program for 
Sunday school evangelism. It is most 
important that everyone in the Sun- 
day school understand what salvation 
is. There are many ways to accom- 
plish this. 
courses on personal evangelism for the 
teachers. He can arrange for decision 
day in various departments. After the 
decision day, instruction classes can be 
conducted for the converts. Church 
membership classes are a natural fol- 
low-up for decision day. Family altars 
or daily devotions in the homes should 
be encouraged. 
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8. The minister can help by encour- 
aging teachers to visit absentees and 
prospective pupils. Since example is 
the best teacher, he may occasionally 
go along with a teacher on a visitation 
tour. The pastor may include the sick 
in the Sunday school among his regular 
visits. This often gives him an oppor- 
tunity to reach someone heretofore un- 
reached. 

9. Interviewing teachers gives the 
pastor an opportunity to put his finger 
on the pulse of the Sunday school. He 
can learn about the problems and the 
accomplishments. 

He may uncover problems and frus- 
trations that the teachers are facing, 
and can guide them and pray with them. 

10. It goes without saying that the 
pastor should be in the Sunday school 
every week. It may be a good idea to 
look in on every department for a few 
minutes. He could occasionally sit in 
as a listener. He might take part in 
departmental assembly programs on a 
scheduled basis. For instance, he could 
choose a series of subjects to fit the age 
bracket and needs of a department and 
give a four minute message once each 
month in a department. It could be 
scheduled so that he would have four 
minutes in the Junior Department the 
first Sunday of every month, four min- 
utes in the Junior High Department the 
second Sunday, four minutes in the 
Young People’s Department on the 
third Sunday, and a similar period in 
the Adult Department on the fourth 
Sundays. 

11. The pastor can exercise an im- 
portant role in helping to choose the 
curriculum. The teaching materials 
must be carefully chosen and only 
sound helps should be recommended. 
Good teachers and good materials will 
help put the “school” back in Sunday 
school. 

12. An annual event conducted by 
the pastor could be a teacher and of- 
ficer consecration and _ re-dedication 
day in church. This could include rec- 
ognition of the labors of the teachers 
and officers by the congregation. 

More than ninety per cent of our 
missionaries, evangelists, pastors, and 
Christian leaders come from the ranks 
of the Sunday school. It is essential 
that the minister recognize the potential 
in his church school. Where there is 
a growing Sunday school you can be 
assured that you will see a growing 
church. A Sunday school that is 
“sparked” by the enthusiastic leader- 
ship of the minister is almost: sure to 
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European Christian Fellowship 
Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 

ship Tours demands one to Europe 
for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
1lth and returning to New York on the 





tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries, 

The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. kane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 23 
The Divine Plumb Line 
(Amos 7:1-14) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

66 VERYONE else is doing it, why 

shouldn’t we?” Does this excuse 
for doubtful or questionable conduct 
sound familiar? It is not a new apol- 
ogy for a wrong course of action. Hun- 
dreds of years ago the Children of 
Israel, although they did not phrase 
the excuse exactly as given above, 
nevertheless followed its philosophy 
when they imitated their heathen 
neighbors in idol worship and its ac- 
companying immoral and sensuous self- 
indulgences and practices. 


se 


Turning away from the pure con- 
ception of the one true God, as revealed 
through Moses and their prophets, 
Israel’s princes and chief men and 
priests had led the people into calf 
worship and worship of Baal and Mo- 
loch. The land was dotted with shrines 
and groves that showed all too clearly 
that the ancient Law and the worship 
of Jehovah had been largely aban- 
doned. 

se 


It was against this apostasy and its 
accompanying social and moral decline 
that Amos spoke his prophecies, a por- 
tion of which has been chosen for this 
week’s Scripture lesson. Two calamities 
were shown to Amos in visions. In the 
first vision, the grass of the land was 
seen as devoured by “grasshoppers,” or 
locusts, thus promising famine and the 
starvation of cattle and sheep. In the 
second vision, the productivity of the 
land was seen as destroyed by fire. 
Amos pleaded with the Lord to forgive 
and spare His people after each of 
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these visions, and the Lord heard and 
answered Amos’s prayer. 


In a third vision, Amos saw the Lord 
standing upon a wall with a plumb line 
in His hand. He revealed to Amos that 
although He had withdrawn the dis- 
asters prophesied in the first two vi- 
sions, He would now surely bring upon 


_ Israel certain and sure judgment be- 


cause she had failed to heed His warn- 
ings and to follow His standards of 
righteousness and justice. The land 
would be desolated by conquest, the 
Lord told Amos, and her king and his 
sons would be killed, and her people 
would be carried away into captivity. 


When Amos sought to warn the peo- 
ple about this coming judgment, the 
priest of Bethel rebuked him and re- 
ported him to the king, and Amos was 
ordered out of the land of Israel and 
told to go back to Judah and prophesy 
there. 

we 


The lesson for us from this portion of 
Amos’s experience is an important one. 
First, we should see that our conduct 
as Christians is not to be measured by 
what unbelievers do. God holds His 
own plumb line up to our lives and 
lovingly seeks to have us measure up 
to His standard. His plumb line for us 
is the written and the living Word. In 
the Bible and in the earthly life of the 
Lord Jesus, God has shown us how He 
wants us to live. What is more, He has 
revealed the provision He has made in 
the Lord Jesus, so that we may measure 
up to His standard as we cannot do by 
our own strength. 

4 


It is not a matter of what others do, 
it is what God shows us that He wants 
of us that should concern us. Some- 
times He may speak to us about some- 
thing in our lives that at first seems to 
us to be perfectly innocent and harm- 
less) We may see others, even some 
Christians, doing this particular thing 
with no visible, harmful results, but if 
it is contrary to God’s will for us, then 
it is not for us. 

ve 


A young missionary, upon arrival in 
India, discovered that a tennis court 
near his station was available for use. 
He was fond of tennis and took that 
means to get what he felt was needed 
exercise. Before long, however, he dis- 
covered that some of the other mis- 
Sionaries were seriously troubled about 
the time that he spent for tennis, which, 
it seemed to them, should be better 
spent in getting the language and in 
prayer and Bible study. After praying 
about the matter, he was definitely led 
to give up his tennis, not because it 
was harmful to him, but because it 
placed a stumbling block before other 
missionaries. 

we 


God may not lead you or me to give 
up tennis, but there may be something 
else that we do that, while harmless 
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‘My American Bible Check 
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When you invest in an American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreement 
you have nothing to worry about! 

Your first check arrives almost im- 
mediately, and you can expect the 
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WHAT DOES THE TIMES PUBLISH? 


Many readers of The Sunday School Times have asked us what other material we publish that would be of help 
to them in their teaching and in their daily Christian living. 
we are listing the booklets, pamphlets, and miscellaneous items published by 


IN ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION 





BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life, By Evan H. Hopkins. 


A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
a classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life. 

The late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 
the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 

ed as the textbook of the Keswick Con- 
vention.” 

One hundred twenty-eight pages, bound in 
blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. 


A very excelient study of the Book of Reve- 
lation. It is now in book form as the 
result of urgent requests from many readers 
who had seen it in serial form in the TImgs. 

Mr. Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations 
of the many symbols in Revelation, substan- 
tiating his conclusions by Scriptural proof. 

Here is the divine forecast of coming events 
on the earth, of which all Christians should 
be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound fully 
in red cloth, $2 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 


Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1.25 each. 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Se.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each. 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
72 pages, 40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The central theme of this booklet is that 
every part of the Bible is God's Word. 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 


Ourselves and Others. By H. Clay 
Trumbull. 


A choice selection of thought-provoking edi- 
torials on human relations; helpful in develop- 
ing and strengthening Christian character. Pro- 
vides = material for discussion groups. A 
fine gift item. Attractive stiff paper cover, 58 
pages, 35 cents each; 3 for $1. 


Victory in Christ. By Charles G. Trum- 
bull. 


Seven messages, in one booklet, on the Vic- 
torious Life that have been a blessing to many 
Christians throughout the world. Includes, ‘The 

e That Wins,” ‘Perils of the Victorious 
Life,” and others. Paper bound, 44 pages, 35 
cents each; 8 for $1; 12 for $8.75, postpaid. 





us and currently carried in stock. Most of these were originally published as 
articles in the Times and were reprinted in individual form because of the many requests received for them. Any of them 
may be ordered directly from us at the prices quoted as long as the supply lasts. All prices given include postage. 
Canadian readers may send personal checks drawn on Canadian banks. 


PAMPHLETS 


Delivered From Christian Science. By 
May Humphrey Pease. 

The true story of the conversion of a friend 
of the author’s from the errors of Christian 
Science, and how God greatly used her in 
winning others to Christ. 10 cents each; 50 
cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; 
$6 per hundred. 


The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- 
laudet Trumbull. 

Over a million have been distributed in the 
English editions. It has been published in 
sixteen other languages. 5 cents each; 385 
cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. 

A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $38.50 for fifty; $6 
per hundred. B 


Pundamentalism and Its Critics. By 
John W. Sanderson, Jr. 

The author, who is Assistant Professor of 
Practical piney | at Westminster Theological 
Seminary, wrote four articles for the TIMES on 
some of the problems facing the Church today. 
The titles were: “Fundamentalism and Its 
Critics”; ‘‘Neo-Evangelicalism and Its Orit- 
ics’; “Fundamentalism and Neo-Evangelical- 
ism—Whither?”; and “Purity of Testimony— 
or Opportunity #” “Fundamentalism and Its 
Critics’ is a reprint of these four articles that 
will be of interest and value to true Evangelicals. 
15 cents each, $1.50 for 12; $6.25 for 50; 
$12 per hundred, postpaid. 


Perils of the Victorious Life. By 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 

The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 
page pamphlet. cents each; 90 cents a 
dozen; $38.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 


How Should a Child Be Trained? By 
Bishop J. C. Ryle. 

This reprint, in pamphlet form, of the series 
of eight articles published in the Tiss will 
be found most helpful to parents, teachers, 
pastors, and child study groups. 
each; $1.50 a dozen; $6.25 for 50; $12 per 
hundred. 


Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 

Christians despairing to witness for Christ 
against Christian Science will find help in 
this able comparison of the false with the 
true. 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. By G. Douglas Young, 
Ph.D., and J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., D.D., 
LL.D., Ph.D. 

The reviews were written by two outstand 
students of Hebrew and Greek. 
the time, was professor of 8S 
Literature, and History at Shelton 
Ringwood, N. J. (has been appointed director 
of the Israel-American Institute of Biblical 
Studies, Inc., Jerusalem, Israel) ; 
at the time, was president of Shelton College 
and professor of euieouhy and Theology. 
(He is now Dean of the Graduate School of 
Covenant College.) 10 cents each; 50 cents for 
6; 90 cents for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Practical Christian Living. By Lieut. 
Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 

This is a a Bm ns containing 4 
reprint of Genera arrison’s articles that 
Sapenred in the Timms under the following 
titles: 

1. The Experimental Reality of the 
Believer’s Salvation 
2. Faith As a Principle of the Christian Life 
8. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 

10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 

12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation. 


This reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunda 
ing this period of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printe 


school dur- 
on a single 


sheet 814x1l inches. There is ample white space on the reverse side for 
churches and Sunday schools to stamp or print their names and addresses, 
hours of services, and invitations to attend. 3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; 
$1.50 for 100; $6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lésson List. 

A handy, pocket-size list of the lessons 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden 
Text in full. he Primary, Junior, Inter- 
mediate-Senior, and Youn People-Adult 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1961. 
20 cents each; $2 a dozen; $16 per hundred. 


Index. 
The eight-page Times Index is a welcome 
companion to t binder. Indexes are avail- 


able for the years 1947 to 1959, inclusive, and 
may be had for 20 cents each. 


Binders for The Sunday School Times 
are available for those who desire a handy, 
inexpensive method of keeping their issues 
of the Trmgs in one place. Made of stiff 
binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 
ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
to any Christian worker’s library. Will hold 
issues for one complete year. $1.75 each. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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enough in itself, nevertheless hinders 
our Christian progress or witness. God 
is not unreasonable. He does not ask of 
us any unnecessary course of action or 
inflict us with restrictions or regulations 
just to make us miserable. He wants 
His yoke to be easy upon us and His 
burden light (Matt. 11:29, 30). But He 
seeks the highest and best for us and 
He wants us to conform to the perfect 
pattern He has set for us in His dear 
Son (Rom. 8:29; 12:2), because only in 
that way can we be truly happy and 
reach the highest level He has planned 
for us in service and witnessing. 


we 


Is it possible that you are saying as 
you think about God’s plumb line, “The 
Lord never shows me any lack of con- 
formity to His Son in my life?” Is it 
possible that this is true because you 
do not give Him opportunity to do so? 

A helpful booklet on this topic is, 
“Why Should a Christian Be Different?” 
by Mary Watson Fish, which may -be 
had from the author, Sunset Farm, 
R.F.D. 1, Spokane, Wash. (10 cents 
each.) 





OUR FATHER 
The Lord’s Prayer for Children 


By E. Margaret Clarkson 


7. Prayine For Gop’s Guory 


woe Fr ARE ready now to begin 
studying the six petitions, or 
things that we pray for, in the Lord’s 
Prayer,” began Miss MacDonald. “What 
are the two divisions into which these 
petitions fall?” 

“There are three asking things for 
us,” replied Anne, “And three others 
that ask things for God, or seem to tell 
us something about Him.” 

“Which ones come first? queried Miss 
MacDonald. 

“The ones about God,” 
answer. 

“Do you remember what we called 
those two sets of petitions?” Miss Mac- 
Donald wanted to know. 

“I do,” declared David. “There are 
three petitions Godward, and three 
manward.” 

“Good,” agreed Miss MacDonald. 
“Now I should like today and tomorrow 
to look at the three Godward petitions, 
taking a look at them all in a group. 


was Anne’s 
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Then the three following mornings we 
shall study each one by itself. 

“Some of you seemed a little sur- 
prised the other day to find that the 
first three petitions of this prayer the 
Lord Jesus taught us to pray seemed 
to be asking things for God, not for us 
at all. We decided they were all ask-- 
ing things for God’s glory. Let’s read 
these three petitions together.” 

So everyone read aloud. They looked 
at their Bibles, but they did not really 
need them. They knew the prayer by 
heart, of course. Hadn’t they been say- 
ing it every morning for years and 
years? 

“‘Hallowed be Thy name. Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven,’” they read. 

“We agreed the other day that these 
words, which don’t sound at first very 
much like a prayer to us, really are a 
prayer—a prayer for God’s glory,” said 
Miss MacDonald. 

“When we pray, we are inclined to 
ask God for things we need; to ask 
Him to bless us and to help us and to 
guide us and so on. That is all very 
well; God wants us to do that. He is 
our Father, and He is interested in 
everything that concerns us. He has 
told us to ask Him for the things we 
need, just as we ask Mother and Daddy 
for food when we are hungry, and 
sweaters and coats when we are cold, 
and medicine when we are sick. All 
that is prayer. 

“But asking for things we need is not 
the only kind of prayer. There is a 
higher, a more beautiful kind of prayer 
than that, and that is what the Lord 
Jesus is teaching us about in these first 
three petitions. 

“Tell me this: Do you only talk with 
Mummy and Daddy when you need 
something?” 

The children looked as if they 
thought that was a pretty silly ques- 
tion! Miss MacDonald did not need an 
answer. 

“Of course not! I can see by the 
looks on your faces what you think 
about such a foolish question! Tell me 
something else: What is the first thing 
you are likely to say to Daddy when 
you see him after he comes home to- 
night? You say, ‘Hello,’ and then 
what?” 

“You ask how he is, or, has he had a 
good day, or something like that,” said 
Virginia. 

“I run and jump up on him and tell 
him I love him,” said Elizabeth. 

“If I have any news that I know will 
specially please him, I tell him right 
away,” said Carol. 

“I tell him I have a glass of ginger 
ale already poured out for him,” said 
Megan. 

“Good, good,” exclaimed Miss Mac- 
Donald. “Now, can someone tell me 
what all these answers have in com- 
mon—something that is alike about all 
of them?” 

“They all show Daddy in some way 
or other that we love him, and we're 
glad to have him home,” said Rosemary. 
“Exactly,” Miss MacDonald responded. 





“What kind of children would we be if 
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we just went running down the street 
to meet him, calling, ‘Daddy, I want 
this,’ or ‘Daddy, give me that,’ and 
never stopped to let him know how 
much we think of him?” 

“Not very good,” murmured Christo- 
pher. “It’s all right to ask him for 
things sometimes, but not all the time. 
And not right first thing when you see 
him.” 

“And that is exactly what the Lord 
Jesus is teaching us about our Heavenly 
Father,” said Miss MacDonald with a 
smile. “He is teaching us here that we 
should care about God’s glory, about 
God’s holiness, about His Kingdom, 
about His will, rather than about things 
of our own. We are to pray that His 
glory may be revealed, that His name 
may be exalted and revered, that His 
Kingdom may come on earth, that His 
will of righteousness and justice and 
truth may be done on earth, the way it 
is in Heaven. After that, it is time 
enough to ask things for ourselves.” 

“I never thought of it before,” said 
Patsy thoughtfully, “but I guess I’ve 
been treating God one way and Daddy 
another. I really do care about show- 
ing Daddy that I love him, and I really 
am interested in how he’s feeling, and 
if he’s had a good day; but I’m afraid 
that when I have said my prayers I’ve 
just said, ‘Oh, God, give me this,’ and 
‘Oh, God, give me that,’ and never 
stopped to think that I should be inter- 
ested in His affairs, and pray for them.” 

“T think a great many of us treat God 
that way, dear,” said Miss MacDonald 
gently. “Many grown-ups have never 
thought of it, either, and do just the 
same thing. But it isn’t the way we 
should pray.” 

“When you really come to think about 
the Lord’s Prayer, there’s an awful lot 
in it,” remarked David. “I never knew 
that there was all this meaning behind 
those words!” 

“As I said once before,” Miss Mac- 
Donald replied, “that’s the beauty of 
studying God’s Word. Every little bit 
of it is just packed with meaning; and, 
if we take the trouble to study its 
meaning, we will find it filled with 
blessing and goodness for ourselves. 
Suppose we ask God right now to for- 
give us for having been so rude and 
thoughtless in our prayers, and for be- 
ing so forgetful of Him; and to help us 
to pray aright, as Jesus taught us to 
pray: ‘Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven.’ Shall we pray 
quietly for a moment?” 

“I’m going to start treating God like 
I treat Daddy—right now,” said Vir- 
ginia, as the children began to get out 
their books for the day. 





Our Father in Heaven, we ask Thee 
to forgive us for caring so much about 
ourselves and our own concerns, and so 
little about Thee and Thy glory. We 
ask Thee to help us to think of Thee 
more, to care more about Thy name, 
and Thy will, and Thy Kingdom, and 
less about ourselves. Teach us to love 
Thee with all our hearts, and to serve 
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Thee with all our souls, and with all 
our strength, and with all our minds, 
for we ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


(To be continued) 


This series of articles on “The Lord’s 
Prayer” Margaret Olarkson will be 
published in book form, in the summer of 
1961, by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Oo., Grand 
Rapids 8, Mich., and permission to serialize 
i has been granted to The Sunday School 
‘imes. 


Teacher or ‘Sitter’? 


Should the teacher just fill time? 
By HAZEL W. TIBBIT 


HE phone rang, and the cheerful 

voice of the Sunday school super- 
intendent answered my hello. “Mrs, 
C. is ill and we need a teacher for the 
Willing Workers class—you know, the 
older women.” She hurried on, “You 
shouldn’t have to study too hard for a 
group of nodding old women.” 

I was shocked at her description of 
a group of elderly women who had 
passed their active years as workers 
in the church. Her meaning, however, 
was clear—she needed a teacher, but 
was trying to sugar-coat the pill by re- 
lieving me of much obligation in the 
way of lesson preparation. 

A few weeks before, I had been a 
substitute teacher for a group of high- 
school students. 

“You'll just have to sit with them 
more than anything else,” said the 
superintendent of this department. 
“They'll do most of the talking.” 

Again, he was trying to make it sound 
easy, with little effort involved in les- 
son preparation—just sit with them. A 
prospective teacher is often asked, “Will 
you take a class of boys [or girls]?” 
The impression is given that this would 
be a sacrificial gesture on the part of 
the person being asked, a sort of we’ve- 
got - this - class - now - we - have - to - 
find-someone-to-teach-them attitude. 

If the new teacher reluctantly accepts 
this assignment as a chore, with little 
joy or anticipation, as if she has been. 
“talked into” something, needless to say, 
this reluctant attitude will show in the 
way she presents the lesson. 

Most towns in America of any size at 
all, have at least one church of some 
kind, and the larger cities boast 
churches of many denominations. Even 
with churches within a short distance 
of every person, still we have a rapidly 
increasing rate of delinquency, crime, 
dope addiction, sex offenses, and the 
like. A good part of the tax dolar 
goes to provide care for those who 
must be put away—separated from law- 
abiding citizens. 

In trying to fix the blame for juvenile 
delinquency, many in positions of au- 
thority point the accusing finger at the 
parents. But perhaps some Sunday 
school teachers and church workers de- 
serve a share of the blame. 

A majority of “delinquent parents” of 
today were taken to some church or 
Sunday school when they were chil- 


to teach the truths presented in the 
Bible. What happened in the interim 
to turn that parent or his child into a 
person with little respect for the laws 
of men and even less for the laws of 
God? 


There are many contributing factors, 
of course, but what part does the Sun- 
day school teacher play in shaping 
those attitudes? Many teachers do lit- 
tle more than baby-sit their classes, 
The lesson is prepared haphazardly, 
hurriedly, or not at all, with the idea of 
“getting by.” Some teachers accept 
their teaching jobs because of the pres- 
tige connected with the position. 


A teacher of Primary-age youngsters 
remarked, “I didn’t study my lesson, 
but I guess the class won’t know the 
difference.” 


It is true that small children may not 
recognize a lesson has not been taught, 
but their lives will reflect it: in what 
they consider to be right or wrong, in 
their respect for the rights of others, and 
in their knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the Bible. If the teacher has 
so little respect for, and great indiffer- 
ence to, that job that has been entrusted 
to him, it follows that children in his 
class will treat the things of God with 
the same lack of respect. 


A Junior-age class was waiting out 
most of a Sunday school hour while 
the department superintendent hurried 
frantically through the church search- 
ing for a teacher. The regular teacher 
had not notified anyone she would not 
be there. Perhaps she was not con- 
cerned about her absence, or quite likely 
thought that someone would take the 
class. During this time, the class of 10-to- 
12-year-olds spent their time laughing, 
throwing things at one another, or cut- 
ting up. By the time a reluctant supply 
teacher was recruited, the first job was 
to settle the class down before any kind 
of lesson could be taught. Unfortu- 
nately, this is a commonplace experience 
in many churches, though by no means is 
it a blanket accusation. There are still 
those teachers who are faithful in at- 
tendance and lesson preparation Sun- 
day after Sunday. Juniors and teens 
especially need a foundation in Chris- 
tian principles that will put chunks of 
solid Christian mortar in the moral 
foundations of their lives. 


The cause of ineffective teaching, 
then, must lie in our attitudes. The 
Word of God is “sharper than any two- 
edged sword,” “It is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness’; it is more 
valuable than precious stones, yet some- 
times we handle it with the carelessness 
of a bag of marbles. 


Sunday school teachers who are wor- 
thy of the name must stop baby-sitting 
their classes and start teaching the fun- 
damentals of Christian living as if they 
really believed in them—and if they do 
not, they have no business in a position 
of leadership. Christians cannot stem the 
tide of crime, loose morals, or sensual 
literature until the faith they pro- 
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claim in their churches begins to mani- 
fest itself in actions and words. When 
that happens, every teacher will be a 
missionary with a purpose—a disciple 
of Christ in the truest sense of the 
word. Those under the guidance of 
such teachers will begin to see good 
things happening in their lives because 
they are being taught by one who ‘lives 
what he teaches and is on speaking 
terms with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If the teacher believes in the power 
and truth of the Word he is teaching, 
he will be concerned that those under 
him use this power also. Such a teacher 
will show how he values the Word of 
God by the way he handles his Bible, 
by his voice in referring to things of the 
Spirit, by his conviction concerning the 
lesson, by the sincerity of his prayers, 
by his reverence for God, and by the 
example of his own life away from 
church. He will present the Christian 
faith as something greatly to be de- 
sired. 

Wueat Rice, Coto. 


The Christian Fellowship Tour 
To Alaska 


ITH congenial Christian fellow- 

ship and the finest accommoda- 
tions, a travel vacation is offered to you. 
For many years The Sunday School 
Times Company has sponsored tours, 
including an eight-day cruise through 
Alaska’s Inland Waterways. The 
twenty-second such tour will leave 
Chicago on July 13 and will return 
there on August 2. The high point of 
the tour is the time spent in the quiet 
waters of the Pacific, winding through 
the narrow passages and between the 
islands off Alaska. The Canadian Pa- 
cific’s steamship Princess Louise will 
be used again this year. It offers to 
passengers every convenience for com- 
fort and pleasure. 

It is always a delight to visit the 
ports along the way. This year’s cruise 
will make stops at Ketchikan, Juneau, 
Wrangell, Prince Rupert, and of course 
Skagway, the most northerly port and 
the destination of the cruise. From 
Skagway the party will board the 
White Pass and Yukon Railway, for a 
thrilling ride on narrow gauge tracks, 
Switchbacking up to high elevations 
along Lake Bennett to Carcross in the 
Yukon Territory. The scenery along 
this route is most spectacular. Each 
turn of the tracks produces scenes that 
defy description—peaks covered with 
snow, and glaciers off in the distance. 
Many tourists have stated that the 
Scenery of this run is equal to much of 
Switzerland. Many fascinating Ameri- 
can cities and points of interest are in- 
cluded in the tour. 

A descriptive folder is available for 
those interested. It gives all details, 
including costs. Send a card to Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. Times Di- 
rector Jaeger and Mrs. Jaeger will be 
with the tour party throughout. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


The Vocabulary of the Church. Rich- 
ard C. White, Editor. (The Macmillan 
Company, New York 11; $3.50.) How 
many times have you heard common 
Biblical terms pronounced several dif- 
ferent ways? Here is a book by Dr. 
Richard C. White, who is research con- 
sultant in speech pathology at the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky, and Professor of 
Homiletics at the College of the Bible, 
Lexington, Ky. This book, which could 
give the Christian world a guide to uni- 
form pronounciation, is intended to be 
used by the minister, church school 
teacher, student, lecturer, and church 
newscaster. One of the best aspects of 
the book is the “sight pronunciation” 
that is used. For example, the name 
Mordecai is listed as being pronounced 
“MAWR di kigh.” The capitalization 
gives the accent, and the other syllables 
are easily read. The book is very prac- 
tical and well worth the investment for 
anyone who speaks regularly in public, 
and for the church library, where many 
might have access to it. 


Reasons for Faith. By John H. Gerst- 
ner. (Harper & Brothers, New York 16; 
$4.) Professor Gerstner prefers “the 
position of the older, rather than the 
more recent, Christian apologists.” 
Starting with our undoubted (and un- 
doubtable) existence, he reasons along 
traditional lines to an “ultimate cause” 
which is also “purposive,” “intelligent,” 
and “moral.” Then he _ considers 
whether a_ revelation is necessary, 
argues that the Bible is that revelation, 
and adduces evidences for its infallibil- 
ity from miracles, prophecies, the in- 
fluence of Christianity, and so forth. 
After objections are considered, the 
reader is confronted with making a 
decision regarding Christ. In what Pro- 
fessor Gerstner has written there is lit- 
tle that is new, but it is well written 
and offers many interesting insights into 
the problem of reaching men for Christ. 
Particularly in the chapters on evi- 
dences, the volume will be helpful and 
thought-provoking. 


An Alarm to the Unconverted. By 
Joseph Alleine. (Sovereign Grace Pub- 
lishers, Evansville 13, Ind., $2.) The 
publisher’s Puritan Commentary Series 
is represented by this copy of a reprint 
edition of a work that first appeared in 
1671. This is the book that George 
Whitefield read while still a student in 
Oxford and was “much benefited” by. 
This is the book that Spurgeon’s mother 
often read portions of to him and the 
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rest of the family as they sat around — 
the fire on a Sunday evening. There — 
have been many editions of this work, 
sometimes under the title of “Sure 
Guide to Heaven.” That and its present 
title are both apt references to its con- 
tents. Speaking to the unconverted, 
the author shows the way of salvation 
and Heaven with such clarity and force 
that there is no mistaking the need of 
God’s redeeming grace and how it is 
supplied. Any reader (believers in- 
cluded) must come under conviction 
as he reads of mistakes about con- 
version (what it is not), the nature of 
conversion (what it is), the necessity 
of conversion (an absolute need), the 
marks of the unconverted, the miseries 
of the unconverted, directions to the 
unconverted, and the motives to con- 
version. This book is so uniquely 
powerful and persuasive in its keenly 
penetrating analysis and application of 
the subject that no brief notice or re- 
view can begin to suggest its quality. 
All preachers and teachers of the Bible 
should have a copy to read for them- 
selves and to use as a guide in their 
ministry to others. 


Treasure on the Hill. By Marie Kil- 
lilea. (Dodd, Mead & Co., New York 16; 
$3.50.) A fanciful story of three fam- 
ilies of “the Near East of hundreds of 
years ago” is told by the author in a 
very attractive style. There are Ann 
and David and their little five-year-old 
son Joel who are quite wealthy and 
with prospects of becoming more so. 
Joel’s little friend Jeshua, also five years 
old, with his parents Miriam and Joseph, 
lives close by. Jeshua is a gentle, good 
little boy, his mother Miriam a very 
beautiful and sweet young woman, and 
his father, an industrious carpenter. 
They love and encourage their little 


neighbor, Joel, whose mother is not well 


and whose father is neglectful of his 
young son as he is more and more en- 
grossed with accumulating wealth. An- 
other family, headed by Naomi and 
Daniel, have seven children, one of 
whom is three-year-old Ruth, an at- 
tractive little girl who finds sweet com- 
panionship with Joel and Jeshua. As 
the story progresses with all the little. 
happenings of everyday life, the reader, 
beginning to recognize familiar geo- 
graphical locations of Scripture, cannot 
help but anticipate where the characters 
fit into the Bible narrative. The inti- 
mate home life of Mary and Joseph and 
the boy Jesus (Miriam, Joseph, and 
Jeshua), the children who played with 
Jesus, and the place of prominence and 
influence of Mary the mother of Jesus 
are almost altogether imaginative. The 
crucifixion and the appearance of Jesus 
after the Resurrection are given, to- 
gether with many imaginative details 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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of the life of Jesus during those days. 
It is not surprising, since the author 
was educated in a convent, that she 
dedicates the book “To Jeshua’s Mother 
and Mine”! She states that “the sole 
purpose in penning this story is to fan 
the fire that burns in the hearts of the 
young.” The vital truths of the com- 
ing of Jesus Christ the Son of God into 
this world to save sinners through the 
new birth and the Holy Spirit, as they 
are given in the Word of God, are not 
clearly presented but rather the lives of 
“Jeshua” and “Miriam,” in particular, 
are shown to be so exemplary that 
suffering, heartbreak, and death by cru- 
cifixion result. The narrative is appeal- 
ing, but powerless and misleading. 


Divine Election. By G. C. Berkouwer. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $4.50.) This is the 
seventh in the series of 19 monographs 
in process by the professor of system- 
atic theology at the Free University of 
Amsterdam. It is by far the most tech- 
nical of the series and thus the most 
difficult to understand. Nor does Ber- 
kouwer’s style make the material any 
easier to comprehend. In addition to 
highly technical terms in English, there 
are many Latin and a few Greek 
phrases scattered throughout the vol- 
ume. Nevertheless, this volume merits 
the attention of thoughtful Christians, 
for the doctrines discussed are at the 
heart of our faith. Aware of the perils 
lurking in any study of election, Ber- 
kouwer calls for subjection to the Scrip- 
tures as the only safeguard against 
error. He rejects Barthian formulations 
of the doctrine and opposes Roman and 
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Arminian viewpoints. His treatment of 
the relation between election and sanc- 


tification is excellent. As to the prob- 
lem of supra- and infralapsarianism, 
Berkouwer says that it is “a self-cre- 
ated and therefore insoluble problem 
which does not touch upon the essential 
faith of the Church” (p. 265). He con- 
cludes by warning against “the Great 
Misconception ... whereby a man takes 
his election for granted so that it be- 
comes an occasion for subtle self-justifi- 
cation” (p. 307). 


Basic Evangelism. By C. E. Autrey. 


‘(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 


6, Mich., $2.95.) “There is more activity 
now in one month in many of the 
churches of the great evangelical de- 
nominations than was expended by all 
denominations for the entire duration 
of any one of the great spiritual awak- 
enings in the past. We could wish that 
all this activity were propelled by the 
Spirit of God. We, however, have 
grounds for fear that much of it is the 
contagion of a commercial age. Though 
we are numerically, financially, and cul- 
turally stronger, are we not also amaz- 
ingly impotent?” This paragraph, taken 
from the chapter entitled “Biblical 
Backgrounds” is indicative of the pun- 
gent manner in which this author writes 
on this vitally important subject. Prior 
to becoming professor of evangelism at 
the, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, in Fort Worth, Texas, the au- 
thor was a leader in evangelism, and 
had~many years of successful evangel- 
istic ministry in churches of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention. In this text of 
183 pages, Dr. Autrey discusses every 
phase of evangelism, as it is carried out 
through the local church. Chapters 
on “Pastoral Evangelism,” “Visitation 
Evangelism,” “Educational Evangelism,” 
“Preparation and Performance,” “Evan- 
gelistic Invitations,” “Conservation,” 
etc., are exhaustive and conclusive, but 
intensely practical in application as well 
as fervent in appeal. This book will 
doubtless be adopted as a text in many 
colleges and seminaries. Every pastor 
should have this volume in his library, 
and it will be of particular value to 
those who are young in the ministry. 


God’s Word Into English. By Dewey 
M. Beegle. (Harper & Brothers, New 
York 16; $3.50.) The last twenty years 
have seen unusual activity on the part 
of Bible translators. This activity has 
caused varied reactions among Chris- 
tians and left not a few wondering 
about the need for such a multiplicity 
of translations. Professor Beegle of 
Biblical Seminary in New York has 
written this book to answer many of 
the questions that have been raised. 
He covers such subjects as, Why do we 
have new translations? Why do trans- 
lations differ? and, What should we look 
for when buying a modern translation? 
This is accomplished by studying 
the history of translations into Eng- 
lish and by illustrating the way prob- 
lems in this work have been handled 
by various translators. The book ac- 
complishes its purpose very well and 
the extensive and comprehensive treat- 
ment of many problem passages is ex- 
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cellent. The theological position “of 
the author is conservative and may 
be relied upon. While this book is in- 
tended for the layman, it is more tech- 
nical and detailed than the above book 
and demands more patient study, but 
for those who have been confused about 
translations and are willing to work for 
a solution, this book will answer many 
of their questions. 


Adventures With the Buttonwoods. 
By Edna Beiler. (Herald Press, Scott- 
dale, Pa. cloth, $2.50.) The Button- 
wood family consisted of Dad and Mom; 
Betsy, 12; Pudge; Flora, years younger; 
the “twins” Peter and Crish, 8 and 7; 
and Susie, the baby. With little money 
and not much of this world’s goods, a 
very happy family of six children, with 
wise and good parents, learned valuable 
lessons that gold cannot obtain. The 
day Pudge and Flo were to transfer the 
pullets from the brooder house to the 
chicken range was the day the older 
children discovered that co-operation 
and industry with plenty of soap and 
water resulted in a task accomplished 
and a lovely outdoor playhouse topped 
off with an all-of-us-together picnic for 
the entire family. The large family 
kitchen was the center of the stage upon 
which a “heap o’ livin’” made the 
Buttonwood house a home. Little Crish 
expressed it well, in Chapter 1, when 
she’ said, “Our kitchen is the nicest place 
in the world,” but Betsy improved that 
statement by adding, “It needs some 
Buttonwoods in it before it’s really 
nice—a lot of Buttonwoods, in fact.” 
When Betsy had to go to Grandma’s, 
even though she would much rather 
have selected three new books from 
the bookmobile, she learned that it was 
because she was “dependable” that she 
found Grandma’s box of lovely books 
in the attic. And Pudge not only won 
a prize on Hobby Day at school, but he 
learned that Dad’s and Mom’s kind 
way, the fun they had together as a 
family, the warmth and love that filled 
their big kitchen were more important 
than any prize in the whole world. 
This is a very attractive book and a 
good story for children who have not 
yet become hopelessly sophisticated. 





To hamily 


Worship 











Pamily Worship, 4d: Bible readings and 
notes prepared by e Scripture Union, 
2186 Darby Road, Havertown, Pa. 


Mon., April 24. Genesis 13:10-18. 


Lot took and used the first choice, 
which he had been allowed very fool- 
ishly. He did not consult God in prayer 
about the matter at all. Nor did he 
consult Abram, who was older, wiser, 
and more experienced than Lot him- 
self. 

Abram was left on his own when 
Lot had gone off, and he also lifted up 
his eyes, but at God’s command. He 
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looked at the land that had been left 
to him through God’s eyes and saw its 
possibilities, without feeling any jeal- 
ousy toward Lot. God, in fact, showed 
him that this land was going to be the 
home of the great nation that he was to 
found. At the same time as his link 
with his worldly nephew is broken, 
Abram is again promised by God that 
he will have a multitude of descend- 
ants. The New Testament explains 
that everyone who has faith in God 
like Abraham is counted as one of his 
descendants, in a spiritual sense. So 
the promise has been amply fulfilled. 


Tues., April 25. Genesis 17:1-10. 


Twenty-four years after Abram had 
arrived in Canaan, Abram had a highly 
important meeting with God. 

First, God gave Abraham a command: 
“Walk before me and be” blameless. 
In other words, Abram had to live an 
upright and a holy life, and to keep 
close to God every day. Second, God 
gave Abram a covenant, restating God’s 
earlier promises to make him the fa- 
ther of many nations. Third, God gave 
Abram a new name, which showed his 
new character. For in the Bible a name 
always describes something of its pos- 
sessor. Abram (his old name) means 
“Exalted father” and Abraham means 
“Father of a great multitude.” The 
change meant that Abraham ceased to 
be exalted, and therefore he became 
humble. 


Wed., April 26. Genesis 18:1-5. 


Notice how quickly Abraham seized 
the opportunity to be friendly. It is 
only too easy to let such a chance slip 
if we are not on the watch. And no- 
tice, too, how Sarah helped, and the 
servant, in preparing the meal and wait- 
ing on them. This home was not caught 
unawares, or found to lack loving fel- 
lowship, in domestic service. We should 
be quick to entertain strangers, espe- 
cially those whom we may meet at 
church, remembering Jesus’ words: “In- 
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of 








Family Worship— 
An Announcement 








INCE the issue of December 17, 1960, 
our “Family Worship” feature has 
used daily devotions prepared by The 
Scripture Union, an organization that 
distributes devotional readings to mil- 
lions of people throughout the world. 
Although these materials are of high 
quality, many readers have expressed 
a preference for readings that supple- 
ment and prepare for the International 
Sunday School Lessons. 

With our readers’ needs in mind, we 
will return to “Family Worship” based 
on the International Sunday School Les- 
son with next week’s issue. (This is- 
sue contains Scripture Union readings 
for April 24-30.) The comments will be 
prepared by Dr. Philip E. Howard, Jr. 
We prayerfully hope this move will 
strengthen the family bond and increase 
the effectiveness of our Sunday school 
lesson treatment. 


April 8, 1961 (Lesson for April 23) 


the least of these my brethren, ye h 
done it unto me.” = 
Thurs., April 27. Genesis 18:6-8, 

This service was practical; cooking, 
butchering, and washing the feet were 
all in it; and it was speedy, although 
the visitors had (as often) come at an 
awkward moment, when Abraham 
resting; he ran in the hot sun, 
hastened to tell his wife: “Make 
quickly.” And it was courtec 
marked in all points by good m 
ners. Let us learn to mark our sery 
of God and of God’s servants by th 
three qualities of practicality, 8 
and courtesy. 

Fri., April 28. Genesis 18: 

One of the great privileges that w 
given to Abraham, because he had b 
chosen by God, was to be told 
God was about to do. It is a priv BS 
in which the faithful Christian may 
share, for God has revealed many of. 
His secrets in the Bible, and if we ask 
Him He will teach us what they are 
This means that we must read if 
thoroughly and thoughtfully. In this 
case, God tells Abraham that He is on 
His way to inspect Sodom, where Abra- 
ham’s nephew, Lot, had settled down 
No sin can ever be hidden from 
eyes; but He will only judge on a i 
knowledge of the facts, and. completely 
fairly. 


Sat., April 29. Genesis 18 


Abraham’s question, “Shall not 
Judge of all the earth do right?” is 
answer to many difficult questions Fe, 
the Christian is asked. Will those who 
never have a chance of hearing about 
Christ be punished? What happens to 
children who die young? A plain an- 
swer is not given in the Bible to many 
such problems, but we, like Abraham, 
can trust God to do what is right. — 


Sun., April 30. Genesis 18:27-33. 
The curtain is lifted upon the prayer 
of a very great man. Abraham remains — 
in the presence of God to pray: he 
“drew near and said.” This describes” 
prayer very well; it is coming close 
God and talking with Him. Abraham» 
begins with something that he knows — 
about God—God is a judge, but He is 
a fair judge: He would never p 
the innocent with the wicked. His 
prayer also is quite clear and definite. 
Abraham is encouraged by God’s an-— 
swer to ask humbly for still bigger 
favors until he receives God’s promise 
to spare Sodom if ten people who are 
innocent are found (who he hopes wil, 
be Lot’s family at the least). 





Daily Bible Readings 
To Accompany the Lesson 


Mon., Apr. 17—Job 12: 13-25 

Tues., Apr. 18—Job 14:1-10 

Wed., Apr. 19—Psalm 26:1-12 

Thurs., Apr. 20—Psalm 119: 33-44 

Fri., Apr. 21—1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 

Sat., Apr. 22—1 Corinthians 1:26 to 
2:5 

Sun., Apr. 23—1 Corinthians 2: 6-14 
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